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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THF. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Cresswell,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall  for  the  year  1927. 

This  report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  Circular  834  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  is  termed  an  11  ordinary  ”  report  as  distinguished 
from  the  Survey  Report  furnished  in  1923. 

The  population  as  at  June  30th,  1927,  has  been  estimated  by 
the  Registrar  General  as  102,000  a  decline  of  100  on  the  population 
for  1926. 

The  Birth  Rate  once  more  shows  a  decline,  being  20.83  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  against  21.09  in  1926,  and  an  average  of 
22.12  during  the  past  five  years. 

The  number  of  marriages,  shows  a  further  increase,  being  1 , 1 67 

as  against  1,038  in  1926,  and  870  in  1923. 

The  Death  Rate  shows  a  slight  increase,  being  12.74  per  1,000 
as  against  11.10  in  1926,  and  13.3  in  1925. 

The  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  again  shows  a  decline, 
being  1.10  as  against  1.14  in  1 926,  whilst  the  death  rate  from  Res¬ 
piratory  Tuberculosis  has  risen  from  0.84  in  1926,  to  0.97  in  1927. 
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Pneumonia  accounted  for  128  deaths  or  1.25  as  against  88  or 
0.86  per  1,000  in  1926.  This  increase  is  largely  accounted  for  by 
the  Epidemic  of  Influenza  which  prevailed  during  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year,  and  which  reached  its  maximum  during  the  last  week  of 
February  and  the  first  week  of  March.  Influenza  alone  accounted  for 
62  deaths. 

Bronchitis  accounted  for  88  deaths  as  against  93  in  1926. 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease  caused  112  deaths,  a  death  rate 
of  1.09,  as  against  119  deaths  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Housing  question  does  not  appear  to  be  much  nearer  a 
solution,  as  many  bad  cases  of  overcrowding  are  being  constantly  met 

with. 

Unfortunately  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  we  had  a  re¬ 
currence  of  Diphtheria,  and  as  is  noted  in  the  body  of  the  report,  steps 
were  taken  with  the  consent  of  the  Health  and  Education  Committees 
to  systematically  carry  out  Schick-Testing  and  Immunisation  in  the  schools. 
This  work  has  entailed  a  considerable  amount  of  additional  work  on  the 
Health  Department;  it  is  work  which  does  not  show  any  immediate 
results,  but  I  am  quite  satisfied  as  to  its  value. 

During  the  year  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  was  transferred  from 
Littleton  Street  to  4,  St.  Paul’s  Terrace,  the  premises  at  Littleton  Street 
being  converted  into  a  combined  School  Clinic  and  Child  Welfare  Centre 
(in  lieu  of  the  Stafford  Street  Centre  which  was  closed). 

In  1927  the  Council  decided  to  build  a  modern  Isolation  Hospital, 
but  one  cannot  but  regret  that  the  scheme  as  originally  prepared  was 
cut  down,  and  that  as  a  first  instalment  only  34  beds  are  going  to  be 
provided,  with  an  administration  block  sufficient  to  house  the  Nursing 
and  Domestic  Staff  for  that  number  of  beds.  This  was  the  greatest 
mistake  of  all,  and  should  it  at  any  time  be  necessary  to  erect  temporary 
structures  as  ward  blocks,  additional  accommodation  will  have  to  I'e 
provided  at  the  same  time  for  any  additional  staff  required. 

There  are  two  isolation  hospitals  in  Walsall,  the  Epidemic 
Hospital  at  Hospital  Street,  and  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Sneyd  Lane. 
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At  neither  of  these  Hospitals  is  there  anything  in  the  nature  of  an 
Administrative  Block,  the  accommodation  for  Nursing  and  Domestic 
Staff  at  Hosptial  Street  being  of  the  most  inadequate  kind,  whilst  at 
Sneyd  Lane,  a  small  Nissen  Hut  is  provided  for  2  Nurses. 

The  lack  of  proper  accommodation  for  the  staff  increases 
tremendously  the  administrative  difficulties  -  they  are  difficulties  with 
which  no  Medical  Officer  should  have  to  contend. 

This  report  has  been  prepared  under  great  difficulties  due  in  the 
first  place  to  the  continuance  of  the  Diphtheria  Epidemic,  and  to  the 
amount  of  time  devoted  to  Diphtheria  immunisation  in  the  early  part 
of  1927,  to  changes  in  the  Medical  Staff  and  finally  to  the  outbreak 
of  Smallpox.  For  these  reasons  I  would  crave  your  indulgence  for 
any  omissions  in  this  report. 

I  have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the 
consideration  they  have  shown  me  during  the  year,  and  the  members  of 
my  staff  for  their  loyal  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,D.P.H. 


June,  1928. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 


Births  j 

f  Legitimate 

Total 

2,063 

Illegitimate 

62 

Deaths 

1,300 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

M.  F. 

1,025  1,038 

35  27 

710  590  Death  Rate  12.74 


Birth  Rate  20.83 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth — 
From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000  births — 
Legitimate  96.46  Illegitimate  96.77  Total  96.47 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  27 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  18 


Coroner’s  Inquests — One  hundred  and  thirteen  Inquests  were  held 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  74  males  and  39  females:-  12  under 
the  age  of  one  year,  18  between  the  ages  of  1  and  16  years,  and  83  from 
16  years  and  above. 


Post-Mortem  examinations  ordered  by  Coroner 

SUMMARY  OF  INQUESTS. 

Death  by  Murder 
,,  ,,  Suicide* 

,,  ,,  Manslaughter  and  Infanticide 

,,  ,,  Want,  Exposure,  etc. 

,,  ,,  Excessive  drinking 

,,  ,,  Want  of  attention  at  Birth 

,,  ,,  Accident  or  Misadventure 

,,  from  Natural  Causes 

Stillborn 

Open  Verdicts  ... 


M. 

7 

1 

32 

30 

4 

74 


38 

F. 

1 


11 

27 


39 


Inquests  of  children  suffocated  whilst  in  bed  :- 

Accidental  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  2 

Inquests  on  bodies  of  newly  born  children  ...  ...  2  3 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres) 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

7,483 

Population 

At 

...  96,926 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  \  Census 

...  19,344 

Number  of  Families  ) 

1921. 

...  20,728 

Population  (1927)  Estimated 

•  •  • 

...  102,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1927) 

•  •  • 

...  21,489 

Rateable  Value 

•  •  • 

...  £391,327 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

•  •  • 

...  £1,403 

Population  per  acre 

•  •  • 

13.63 

Number  of  persons  per  house 

•  •  • 

4.74 

Number  of  Marriages  in  Walsall  Registration  District 

1,167 

Marriages. — There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Marriages 
this  year,  1,167  taking  place,  whilst  last  year  1,038  were  contracted. 


Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  was  2,162  of  which  1,080  were  males  and  1,082  were  females. 
These  are  the  crude  figures,  and  allowance  has  to  be  made  for  births  to 
non-residents  occuring  in  Walsall,  and  for  births  to  residents  whilst  the 
latter  were  temporarily  staying  in  some  other  town. 


The  correct  figures  are,  males  1 ,060,  females  1 ,063  giving  a 
new  total  of  2,123  equivalent  to  a  Birth  Rate  of  20.83  per  1,000.  Of 
this  number  60  were  illegitimate  births,  as  compared  with  47  during  1926. 


The  average  birth  rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  22.12. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  registered  in 
the  Borough  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1st  quarter 

284 

271 

555 

2nd 

290 

286 

576 

3rd  ,, 

253 

268 

521 

4th 

253 

257 

510 

Total 

1080 

1082 

2162 
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Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was 
1,277  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  12.51,  an  increase 
on  the  previous  year,  when  we  had  1,155  deaths,  with  a  rate  of  11.31. 
If  we  exclude  the  number  of  persons  (81)  dying  in  the  Borough  belonging 
to  other  districts,  and  include  (104)  those  belonging  to  the  Borough 
dying  beyond  the  Borough,  we  have  a  correct  number  of  1 ,300  giving 
a  death  rate  of  12.74.  The  average  death  rate  for  the  past  five  years 
is  12.29. 


Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined  ages  of  residents  belonging 
to  the  Borough. 


At  all 
Ages 

Under 

1  yaar 

1  and 
under  2 

2  and 
under  5 

5  and 

under 

15 

15  and 

under 

25 

25  and 

under 

45 

45  and 

under 

65 

65  and 

under 

75 

75  and 
upwards 

1,300 

205 

56 

50 

58 

55 

156 

316 

211 

193 

Vaccinations. — The  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  by  the 

Public  Vaccinators  during  1927  =  164.  Number  of  statutory  declar¬ 
ations  of  conscientious  objection,  made  during  the  same  period  =  1,568. 


TABLE  I. 


Walsall  County  Borough. — WHOLE  DISTRICT 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1927 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total 

under 

4 

weeks. 

1  &  un.  3  mths. 

3  &  un.  6  mths. 

6  &  un.  9  mths 

9  &  un.  12  mths 

Total 

deaths 

under 

one 

Y  ear . 

Bloxwich. 

Leamore 

Birchills 

Hatherton 

Paddock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

Caldmore 

All  Causes — Certified 

Uncertified 

62 

11 

»  i  * 

13 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

88 

•  •  • 

27 

•  •  • 

28 

•  •  • 

35 

27 

•  •  • 

o  . 

CM 

22 

•  •  • 

32 

35 

•  •  • 

28 

•  •  • 

15 

•  •  • 

15 

•  •  • 

28 

•  •  • 

:  £ 

•  o 

Measles 

•  • « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

3 

1 

9 

3 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Common 
Infectious 

Diseases 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

• «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

3 

5 

•  •  • 

13 

* 

1 

1 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

1 

Premature  Birth 

37 

3 

7 

1 

48 

5 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

54 

6 

9 

9 

7 

5 

2 

9 

7 

Congenital  Defects, 
Atelectasis,  Malforma¬ 
tions 

5 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

15 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

3 

2 

5 

Congenital  Debility 
Sclerema  and 

Icterus 

6 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

7 

4 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

17 

1 

5 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

3 

Percentage  of  Dev¬ 
elopmental  and 
Wasting  Diseases 

758 

81  *8 

692 

500 

750 

62-9 

33*3 

« 

42*9 

18*5 

54*5 

Tubercular  Diseases 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Convulsions  ... 

4 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

i 

■ 

8 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  * 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

4 

9 

15 

15 

14 

57 

6 

8 

10 

12 

5 

3 

5 

% 

8 

Other  causes 

10 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

12 

1 

1 

5 

6 

25 

2 

4 

5 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

5 

Totals 

62 

11 

13 

2 

88 

27 

28 

35 

27 

205 

22 

32 

35 

28 

15 

i  * 

15 

28 

30 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  2,063;  illegitimate,  62 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  199  ;  illegitimate  infants,  6. 


TABLE  II. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1927. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 

“Residents” 

wards; 

•  r* 

’5j  v 

wnether  occurring  within  or  without  the 

Nett  Deaths  at 

all  Ages  of 

“  Residents”  belonging 

O  -  JS 

jcnsmci. 

to  Localities,  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond 

<4-.  C 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

the  District. 

°73 

U  s 

—  m  7)  a  .  , 

Causes  of  Death 

Under  1  year. 

2  and  under  5 
years 

and  under  15 
years 

to 

to 

to 

m 

m 

■ 

J:  <u.2  Z 

All  Ages 

1  and  under  2 
years 

CM 

u 

<D 

73  2 

3  u 
73  ^ 

r-i 

cc 

to 

u 

<U 

73 

§  s 

■>  73  > 
3 
os 

to 

CO 

u 

<D 

73  cn 

s  « 

3  u 

r—i 

cc 

to 

5  and  under  71 

vcars. 

73 

U 

03 

1 

D 

3 

05 

to 

Bloxwich 

Leamore 

Birchills 

Hatherton 

Paddock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

Caldmore 

Walsall 

Work  house 

£  cnti  » 

-G-  c- 1 

4->- 

«  u  ° 

<L> 

Q;  •§ 

LQ 

T— 

CM 

CO 

h- 

l 

r>73 

Enteric  Fever 
Small-pox  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

■ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

\  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Measles 

8 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Whooping-cough 

27 

9 

12 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

11 

3 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

#  •  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

39 

1 

•  •  • 

17 

20 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

12 

3 

5 

•  •  • 

12 

2 

•  m  m 

5 

Influenza 

62 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

9 

19 

13 

10 

4 

8 

12 

5 

4 

5 

12 

12 

•  •  • 

•  mm 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Meningococcal 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Resoir- 

atory  system 

99 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

5 

18 

48 

25 

1 

•  •  • 

9 

11 

13 

2 

9 

15 

22 

18 

•  •  • 

16 

Other  Tuberculous 

diseases 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  ... 

14 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

3 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

7 

112 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

12 

51 

34 

12 

11 

14 

18 

6 

6 

16 

19 

21 

1 

32 

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

Diabetes 

8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

3 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  etc 

52 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

15 

22 

12 

3 

4 

8 

9 

6 

3 

7 

12 

... 

12 

Heart  Disease 

191 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

21 

70 

53 

37 

23 

24 

26 

20 

23 

23 

23 

29 

• 

32 

Arterio-sclerosis 

40 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

16 

12 

12 

•  •  • 

6 

7 

3 

9 

3 

4 

8 

•  •  • 

2 

Bronchitis 

88 

16 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

15 

24 

28 

6 

7 

12 

15 

7 

8 

23 

10 

•  •  • 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  Respiratory 

128 

41 

23 

12 

5 

5 

98 

20 

5 

8 

8 

1 

19 

26 

17 

13 

1 

20 

9 

16 

1 

...  | 

29 

Diseases 

10 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

1 

Duodenum 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Diarrhoea  etc., 
Appendicitis  and 

22 

13 

5 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  <* 

•  e  • 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

Typhlitis 

8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

8 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Acute  and  Chronic 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  • 

•  •  • 

1 

16 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  mm 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nephritis 

35 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

8 

4 

4 

2 

4 

1 

5 

7 

3 

5 

3 

6 

•  mm 

10 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Accidents  and 

5 

•  * . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

•  4  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

Congenital  Debility  & 

Malformation, 
Premature  Birth  ... 

87 

86 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

15 

12 

12 

6 

7 

13 

14 

•  •  • 

10 

Suicides 

Other  Deaths  from 

9 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

* » * 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  % 

2 

Violence 

38 

2 

1 

3 

4 

7 

9 

7 

4 

6 

6 

7 

• 

•  •  • 

7 

9 

1 

25 

Other  defined  diseases 
Causes  ill-defined  or 

200 

1 

26 

6 

4 

4 

6 

12 

45 

35 

1 

62 

17 

22 

26 

26 

25 

1 

23 

23 

37 

1 

91 

unknown 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  mm 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

All  causes  ...  1 

300  5 

>05 

_ (_ 

56 

50 

58 

55  1 

156  £ 

116  i 

Ml 

. 

93 

111 

157 

211 

141 

130 

142 

192 

213 

3 

302 

^Previous  place  of  abode  not  known. 


Table  III. 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  district  during  1927  and  previous  years. 


Year 

Popula¬ 

tion 

estimated 
to  Middle 
of  each 
Year 

Births, 

Total  Deaths 
Registered 
in  the  District 

Transferable  Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

Uncorrected 

Number 

Nett. 

of  Non¬ 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

of  Resi¬ 
dents  not 
registered 
in  the 
District 

Under  1  Year 
of  Age 

At  all  Ages 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

Number 

Rate 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Birth  98,192 

1918 

Death  87,635 

2033 

2035 

2072 

1735 

19*95 

54 

89 

222 

1 1 0*55 

1787 

20-39 

Birth  96,591 

1919 

Death  92,724 

2107 

2098 

2171 

1345 

14-50 

69 

76 

224 

103-36 

1352 

14*58 

1920 

96,419 

2977 

2987 

30-97 

1261 

1307 

43 

67 

300 

10077 

1285 

13  32 

1921 

98,800 

2768 

2765 

27*98 

1307 

13-23 

56 

71 

312 

11283 

1322 

1338 

1922 

99,890 

2539 

2530 

25-32 

1291 

12-92 

66 

63 

241 

94*91 

1288 

12*89 

1923 

100,400 

2335 

2342 

23*32 

1175 

11-70 

45 

43 

220 

93*93 

1173 

11-68 

1924 

101,500 

2375 

2356 

23‘31 

1220 

12*01 

70 

59 

184 

78*09 

1209 

11.91 

1925 

102,300 

2248 

2257 

2206 

1377 

14-43 

63 

76 

260 

11519 

1390 

13  58 

1926 

102,100 

2149 

2154 

21  09 

1155 

1T31 

92 

71 

180 

83-56 

1176 

11  51 

1927 

102,000 

2144 

2125 

20  83 

1277 

12-51 

81 

104 

205 

96  47 

1300 

12*74 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  1  Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  96,926 

(exclusive  of  area  >  ...  7483 

covered  by  water)  J 


At  Census 

of  1921 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  Life  in 

Walsall  County  Borough,  1927. 


As  furnished  by  the  Registrar  -  General. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Sex. 

All 

Ages. 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

M 

710 

121 

24 

31 

35 

23 

83 

189 

120 

84 

F 

590 

84 

32 

19 

23 

32 

73 

127 

91 

109 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

•  •  • 

M 

T7 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Small-pox 

•  *  • 

r 

M 

XT’ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Measles 

r 

M 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  - 

M 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

F 

M 

16 

6 

6 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

11 

3 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

■  - 

6 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

M 

25 

1 

— 

11 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

14 

— 

— 

6 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

influenza 

M 

37 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

12 

9 

6 

F 

25 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

5 

7 

4 

4 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•  •  • 

M 

17 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■■  ■ 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

•  •  • 

M 

17 

1 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

r 

M 

60 

1 

— 

1 

3 

6 

31 

19 

— 

F 

39 

— - 

1 

— 

2 

12 

17 

6 

1 

— 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

•  •  • 

M 

8 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

F 

6 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

•  •  • 

M 

61 

— 

2 

— 

— 

7 

29 

18 

5 

F 

51 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

22 

16 

7 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

•  •  • 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Diabetes 

•  • 

M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

15 

Cerebral  Hoemorrhage,  etc., 

•  •  • 

M 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

9 

11 

5 

- 

F 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

11 

7 

16 

Heart  Disease 

M 

103 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

46 

32 

14 

F 

88 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

11 

24 

21 

23 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis 

•  •  • 

M 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

6 

6 

F 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 

6 

18 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

M 

45 

10 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

17 

8 

F 

43 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

7 

20 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

•  •  • 

M 

69 

26 

9 

7 

8 

1 

7 

10 

3 

3 

F 

59 

15 

14 

5 

2 

4 

2 

10 

2 

5 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

•  •  • 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

F 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

,  , 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Diarrhoeaetc. 

M 

16 

10 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

F 

6 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

. . . 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

A 

1 

1 

-4 

n 

— 

— 

F 

5 

— 

— 

2 

'• — 

1 

2 

— 

— 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

•  •  • 

M 

T? 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

•  •  • 

V 

M 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

2 

4 

F 

19 

-  ■ 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

11 

2 

— 

26 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

•  •  • 

M 

17 

5 

z 

—  1 

— 

j 

5 

■■  ■■ 

■■ 

— 

27 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 

ot 

r 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

•  •  • 

F 

4 

— 

— 

■*  — 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Congenital  Debility,  and  Malforma- 

M 

50 

49 

O  "7 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

■-  ■ 

— 

tion,  Premature  Birth  .. 

•  •  • 

F 

37 

37 

•— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  - 

— 

M 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

f# 

dm 

2 

1 

2 

29 

Suicide 

•  •  • 

F 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

M 

27 

— 

— 

1 

2 

7 

9 

6 

— 

2 

30 

Othei  deaths  from  violence 

•  •  • 

F 

11 

2 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

M 

93 

13 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

24 

18 

28 

31 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

•  • 

F 

107 

13 

5 

2 

1 

4 

10 

21 

17 

34 

M 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

—  • 

1 

— 

32 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

•  • 

F 

— 

— 

— — 

"  ■  -1 

■ 

■  ■ 

— 

■  ■■■ 

TABLE  V. 


BIRTH-RATE  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  during  the  Year  1927 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General. 


Table  showing  Death-rates,  &c.  in  Walsall,  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales,  107  Great  Towns 
155  Smaller  Towns  and  London.  (The  rates  have  been  calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to 
the  middle  of  1927. 


Birth-Rate  per 
1,000  Total 
Population. 

Annual  Death-Rate  per  1,000  Civilian 

Population. 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  Births 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths.5 

* 

All  Causes. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Violence. 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

(under  2  years). 

Total  Deaths 

under  one 

year. 

Causes  of  death 

certified  by 

Registered 

Medical 

Practitioners 

Inquest  Cases. 

Certified  by 

Coroner  after 

P.M  no  inquest 

Uncertified 

Cause 

of  Death 

England  and  Wales 

167 

12-3 

0-01 

0  00 

0’09 

o-oi 

0'09 

0*07 

0'57 

0-51 

6'3 

69 

917 

1 

6’6 

07* 

TO 

107  Great  Towns,  including 

London  (Census  Populations 

exceeding  50,000) 

17  1 

12-2 

0-01 

0-00 

012 

0-01 

010 

0-08 

0  49 

0*46 

8'3 

71 

9P9 

6'6 

09* 

0'6 

155  Smaller  Towns  (Census 

I 

Populations  20,000 — 50,000) 

16-4 

11-3 

0'01 

0*00 

0-07 

0-01 

O’  08 

0  05 

0*58 

0'41 

5-0 

68 

927 

5'8 

0  3* 

1  '2 

London 

16*1 

1V9 

0.01 

0-00 

0'04 

0-01 

012 

0'09 

0*39 

0-51 

7-5 

59 

90-3 

7-9 

1  8* 

o-o 

Walsall 

20  8 

12  7 

0  00 

000 

0  07 

001 

0  26 

0  38 

0  60 

0  37 

8.4 

96 

91  3 

8  4 

0  0 

0  0 

’“The  Coroners  (Amendment)  Act,  1926,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  May, 
1927,  provided  for  the  registration  of  deaths  on  a  certificate  of  the  Coroner  alter  P.M.  without 
inquest.  These  percentages  relate  therefore  to  8  months  of  the  year  only. 


TABLE  VI. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1927 


Notifiable  Disease. 


CO 

<v 

tuo 


< 


Small-pox 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever  (R) 

Continued  Fever  (C) 
Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  syste 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia! 

,,  Influenzal  -  » 

Malaria 
Dysentery  ... 


» > 


m 


Totals 


5-i 

O 

nj 


Cases  Notified  in  whole  District 


At  Ages — Years. 


CM 

o 


CO 

o 

-4-> 

CN 


o 

+■> 

CO 


lO 

o 


o 

o 

-«-> 

LO 


LO 

r— 

o 

-*-1 

o 


o 

CM 

o 

LO 


LO 

CO 


O 

CM 


LO 


LO 

on 


io 

co 

O 

io 

tj- 


nj  10 

§  S3 

io  § 
CO  CL 
0 


Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality 


1 


u 

d 


rC 

o 

•  r—i 

£ 

X 

o 

5 


U 

c3 


C 

5-i 

o 


d 

<D 


u 


in 


c 

5— i 

•  H 

CQ 


5h 


0 

O 

-*-> 

5-i 

<v 

■*-> 

X 


T3 

u 

d 


o 

o 

T3 

n3 

a- 


n3 

5-< 

rt 


o 

fcuO 

no 

5-i 

PQ 


no 

5-t 

oJ 


O 

a) 

Pw 


8 


nz) 

5-1 

d 


4) 

5-i 

O 

a 

2 

2 

o 


4) 

,  in 

2  O 
d 

£  O 


10 


d 

-4— » 

•  0-H 

o| 

_  in 
ri 


a3 


rt 

5-i 

4J 

0 

<L> 

o 


Total  cases 
removed  to 
Hospital. 


•  0  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

i 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

« •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 
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Isolation  Hospitals Enteric  Fever  Hospital.  Hospital, St.,  Walsall ; Small-pox  Hospital,  Sneyd  Lane, 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  cases  are  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Cheslyn  Hay, 

and  at  the  Fever  Hospital,  West  Bromwich. 


Bloxwich 
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TABLE  VII. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

RETURN  of"  the  Number  o-f  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 
Year  1927,  and  of  Deaths  from  the  Diseases  notified. 


Cases 

Notified. 


Deaths 

Registered. 


Small  Pox 
Cholera,  Plague  ... 

Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever  or  Continued  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ... 
Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ... 

,,  Influenzal  ,, 

Malaria 

Dysentery 
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119 
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33 
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41 

21 
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14 


j 


214 


128 
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CAUSES  OF  ILLNESS. 

Scarlet  Fever. — During  1927,  119  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  notified  as  compared  with  198  in  1926,  and  198  in  1925,  49  of 
these  occurring  during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year. 

24  cases  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospitals  at  West  Bromwich 
or  Cheslyn  Hay. 

The  disease  has  remained  of  the  mild  type  which  has  character¬ 
ised  it  of  recent  years,  there  being  only  one  death,  a  child  under  the  age 
of  5.  The  case  mortality  was  0.91  per  cent,  as  against  1  .00  per  cent, 
in  1926. 

The  average  yearly  incidence  of  the  disease  during  the  past  five 
years  has  been  1.7  per  1,000. 

DIPHTHERIA. — 344  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  222  in  1926.  The  increase  in  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  was  largely  due  to  a  further  outbreak  of  the  disease  which 
occurred  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  when  204  cases  were  notified, 
as  against  94  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1926. 

During  the  first  quarter  28  cases  were  notified,  42  during  the 
second  quarter,  and  70  during  the  third  quarter. 

* 

There  were  39  deaths  from  the  disease,  as  against  22  deaths 
in  1926  ,  a  case  mortality  of  1  1  .33  per  cent.,  as  against  9.9  per  cent,  in 
1 926,  and  1  1 . 1  7  per  cent,  in  1925. 

Diphtheria  has  been  more  or  less  endemic  in  Walsall  since  1924, 
and  in  order  that  parents  might  have  every  facility  of  having  their 
children  protected  against  the  disease,  facilities  have  been  afforded  them 
during  the  past  three  years  of  having  their  children  immunised  at  the 
Welfare  Centres.  The  response,  however,  has  not  been  very  satisfactory. 

With  the  consent  of  the  Health  and  Education  Committees,  it 
was  agreed  to  conduct  a  campaign  in  the  Schools.  Leaflets  describing 
the  test  were  left  at  the  schools,  and  with  the  help  of  the  teachers 
distributed,  and  the  consent  of  the  parents  obtained  to  their  children 
being  Schick-tested  and  immunised.  During  the  last  six  weeks  of  the 
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year  797  children  and  52  adults  in  six  schools  had  voluntarily  submitted 
to  the  test,  and  the  majority  of  the  reactors  had  received  a  complete 
course  of  immunising  doses  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  that  over  66  per  cent,  of  children 
under  the  age  of  10  were  susceptible  to  the  disease,  and  46  per  cent, 
of  those  over  that  age. 


Years  Years 


5—10 

10 

15 

Adults 

Total 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Positive 

101 

77 

133 

114 

3 

18 

446 

Negative 

52 

35 

143 

142 

12 

19 

403 

Positive 

66.0 

68.7 

48.1 

44.5 

20.0 

48.7 

52.5 

Number  Immunised 

91 

76 

125 

107 

3 

16 

418 

Arrangements  were  made  for  carrying  on  this  work  during  1927 
and  during  the  first  five  months  of  1928  a  further  2,800  children  were 
tested. 


Our  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  the  teachers  who  have  helped  to 
make  the  work  as  easy  as  possible,  by  obtaining  the  consent  o:  the 
parents,  by  filling  up  the  necessary  cards,  and  by  having  the  children  in 
readiness  on  first  and  subsequent  visits  to  the  schools. 

Enteric  Fever. — Two  cases  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  were  notified 
during  the  year.  Ejoth  were  of  a  mild  nature  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles. — During  the  second  quarter 
of  the  year  Measles  was  particularly  prevalent,  gradually  declining 
through  the  third  quarter.  669  cases  were  notified  from  the  schools 
during  the  year.  There  were  8  deaths  during  the  year  all  in  children 
under  the  age  of  2  years. 

Whooping  Cough  was  also  prevalent  during  the  second  quarter, 
and  there  were  27  deaths  during  the  year.  79  notifications  were  received 
from  the  schools. 
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MUMPS. —  The  prevalence  of  Mumps  was  observed  during  the 
last  few  weeks  of  1927,  this  disease  becoming  Epidemic  during  the 
early  part  of  1928. 

INFLUENZA  AND  Pneumonia. — Influenza  was  very  prevalent  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  reaching  its  maximum  during 
the  last  week  of  February  and  the  first  week  of  March,  declining  rapidly 
thereafter.  There  were  62  deaths  from  the  disease,  54  of  these  occurring 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

214  cases  of  Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  or  Primary  in  type 
were  notified  as  against  165  in  1926,  and  294  in  1925.  There  were 
128  deaths  due  to  this  cause  as  against  88  in  1926,  a  death  rate  of  1 .25 
per  1,000  as  compared  with  0.86  in  1926. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 

COUNCIL. 

1.  Tuberculosis. — Pelsall  Hall  Sanatorium,  39  beds. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Royal  Cripples’  Union, 
Birmingham,  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  our  cases  of  Surgical  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 


Beds  are  provided  as  required,  no  limit  being  fixed. 

2.  Maternity. — Certain  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  also 
certain  of  those  cases  necessitating  surgical  interference  at  confinement 
are  received  at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  by  arrangement  with  the 
Council  who  bear  the  cost  of  their  treatment. 

3.  Children. — Nil. 

4.  Fever. — Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  are  teated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Cheslyn  Hay,  under  an  arrangement  with  the  Cannock  R.D.C., 
and  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  West  Bromwich. 

Cases  of  Enteric  Fever  are  treated  when  necessary  at  Hospital 

Street. 


V 
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5.  Small-Pox. — Cases  of  Small-Pox  are  treated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich. 

6.  Diphtheria. — 87  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  treated  at  the 
Epidemic  Hospital,  Hospital  Street. 

84  cases  have  also  been  admitted  by  arrangement  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  West  Bromwich,  24  cases  to  Cheslyn  Hay,  and  3  to 
Wolverhampton  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers, 
Illegitimate  and  Homeless  Children  in  the  District. — 
None  except  that  which  comes  under  the  Poor  Law  Institution. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  disease  cases  a  motor  ambulance  has  been 
provided  and  it  is  kept  at  the  Epidemic  Hospital,  Hospital  Street. 

(b)  For  non-inf ectious  and  accident  cases  a  motor  ambulance  is 
kept  at  the  Fire  Station. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Three  School  Clinics  are  provided,  at  Bradford  Street,  Littleton 
Street,  and  at  Field  Road,  Bloxwich. 

Bradford  Street — Doctors  days — Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoon,  a 

nurse  in  attendance  each  morning  and  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  afternoons. 

Littleton  Street — Doctors  days — Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoon,  nurse  in 

attendance  each  morning. 

Field  Road — Doctors  days — Friday  afternoon,  nurse  in  attendance 

Monday  and  Wednesday. 

The  Dental  Clinic  and  the  Eye  Clinic  are  both  held  at  Bradford 

Street. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 
Ablewell  Street. — Monday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Friday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Field  Road. —  Tuesday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Thursday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 


Nurses’  Day 
Doctor’s  Day 
Nurses’  Day 
Doctor’s  Day 
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Littleton  Street. — Wednesday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Friday  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Milton  Street. —  Tuesday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Thursday  ,2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  4,  St.  Paul's  Terrace. 

Open  each  day  9  a.m. — 1  p.m.;  2-15 — 5-30  p.m. 

Medical  Clinics,  Monday  afternoon,  Tuesday  afternoon,  Wednesday 
morning,  Thursday  evening,  (1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  6-30 — 8  p.m.), 
Friday  morning. 

V.D.  Clinic,  Walsall  General  Hospital. 

Open  for  Males,  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  7-30  to  9  p.m.,  Wednesday, 
4  p.m. 


Doctor’s  Day 
Nurses’  Day 
Doctor’s  Day 
Nurses’ Day 


Open  for  Females  Thursday,  4 — 5-30  p.m. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer: 
TAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  Ch.  Bt  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
AUSTIN  J.  B.  GRIFFIN,  M.B.,  Ch.  B,  D.P.H. 

School  Medical  Inspector: 

LENA  ADAM,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

School  Dentist: 

E.  N.  COMMANDER,  L.D.S.,  R.F.P.,  &  S. 

Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer: 
xA.  M.  STUART,  F.R.C.S. 

Public  Analyst: 
xF.  E.  THOMPSON,  F.I.C. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

♦fARTHUR  THOMAS  HUBBLE. 

Assistant  Inspectors: 

*fERNEST  F.  B.  A.  MINER,  (Chief)  Hatherton  and  Paddock  Wards. 
*fWILLIAM  SHAW,  Bloxwich  and  Leamore. 

*tJOHN  SAVILLE.  Bridge  and  Caldmore. 

*  VERNON  L.  ROBERTS,  Birchills  and  Pleck. 

*Certificate  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
fCertificate  as  Meat  Inspector. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Inspector  of  Midwives  : 

+  Mrs.  A.  SAUNDERS,  H.V.,  Ceit,  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Health  Visitors  : 


JMiss  E.  G.  JONES, 

Commenced  duties  April  4/27. 

Miss  M.  C.  MILLER, 

Terminated  duties  March  31/27. 

„  E.  M.  O'KELLY 
„  A.  QUICK,  H,V. 
t  .,  A.  E.  ROGERS 
„  G.  N.  SADLER 

School  Nurses: 


Miss  M.  S.  SCOTT 

commenced  duties  June  28/27 
Mrs.  M.  TAYLOR 
Miss  C,  TWIST 
Terminated  duties  Oct.  29/27 
„  E.  WIDDOWSON 
„  Z.  K.  WILKINS 


Mrs.  M.  EVANS, 


Miss  F.  SAUNDERS. 
Commenced  duties  June  28/27. 


School  Dental  Nurse : 
Miss  E  M.  STEWART. 


Pelsall  Hall  Sanatorium  : 

Matron: — Miss  E.  A.  BRADSHAW,  R  R  C. 
t Certified  Midwife. 

Secretary  Dispenser: 

Miss  G.  COTTERELL. 


Clerks:  Junior  Clerks. 

Miss  D.  BOYCE.  F.  WEBB. 

Miss  M.  E.  GERRY.  H.  ARCHER. 

Mr.  N.  AULIFFE.  Commenced  duties  Oct.  31/27 

xThe  V.D.  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Analyst  are  part  time  Officers. 
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SUMMARY  (FOR  REFERENCE)  OF  NURSING 
ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  :  — 

(a)  General — Victoria  Nursing  Institution. 

( b )  Infectious  Diseases — None. 

Midwives — There  are  32  practising  midwives  in  the  district,  none  of 
these  were  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Public  Authority. 

Walsall  General  Hospital — a  voluntary  institution. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

During  the  year,  348  specimens  were  examined  for  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  and  1,974  swabs  for  the  presence  of  B.  Diphtheria 
were  examined  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Littleton  Street. 

All  other  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are 
undertaken  by  the  Birmingham  University. 

CHEMICAL  WORK. 

All  chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst, 
and  for  particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  reference  should  be 
made  to  his  report,  pages  121-124. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Comparatively  few  privies  remain,  the  majority  of  them  being 
in  outlying  districts  were  there  are  no  sewers. 

Work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  under  Article  19,  (13)  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  Order,  1926,  see  pages  27/28. 

Inspection  of  Places  where  Food  is  Prepared. — 

Inspection  of  meat  is  principally  confined  to  inspection  at  slaughter¬ 
houses.  Bake-houses  are  regularly  inspected  ;  the  sanitary  condition  is 
satisfactory.  Particulars  of  unfit  meat  dealt  with  are  given  in  the  report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  pages  112-114. 

Arrangements  for  Disinfection. — Rooms  used  for  infectious  disease 
cases  are  fumigated  on  the  recovery  or  removal  of  the  patient  with 
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formalin  or  sulphur,  the  bedding  is  removed  to  the  Hospital,  Hospital 
Street,  and  dealt  with  in  a  Thresh  Steam  Disinfector. 

LOCAL  ACTS,  BYE  LAWS,  etc.,  relating  to 
PUBLIC  HEALTH,  in  force  in  the 
COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL 

Local  Acts. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1890. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1914. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1925. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

The  Public  Health  Act  Amendments  Act,  1890,  Part  III. 
The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Secs.  34, 
35,  37,  44,  45,  46,  50,  51. 


Bye-Laws. 

Slaughterhouses. 
Houses-let-in-lodgings. 
Common  Lodging  Houses. 


WALSALL  CORPORATION  ACT,  1925. 

Under  the  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1925,  powers  were  obtained 
whereby  :  — 

1 .  The  re-construction  or  alteration  of  drains  has  to  be  approved. 

2.  Notice  of  intention  to  alter  or  repair  any  drain  must  be  given  to 

the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

3.  The  manufacture  of  ice-cream  is  regulated. 

4.  Bye-laws  may  be  made  for  promoting  and  securing  sanitary  and 

cleanly  conditions  in  the  manufacture,  storage,  etc.,  of  any  article 
intended  to  be  sold  for  food. 
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5.  Power  is  obtained  to  close  registered  slaughterhouses  if  such  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  proved  to  be  injurious  or  dangerous  to  the  public 
health. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

With  the  exception  of  about  72  houses  the  whole  of  the  Borough 
is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company  with  water 
for  domestic  use.  The  quality  of  the  water  is  satisfactory,  the  supply 
constant  and  abundant;  the  Water  company  have  not  had  occasion  to 
limit  the  quantity  supplied  during  periods  of  drought. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Owing  to  the  excellent  sewerage  system  there  is  very  little  polution 
of  streams  in  this  area.  Inspections  are  from  time  to  time  made  along  the 
courses  of  the  streams  with  a  view  to  detecting  the  discharge  into  them  of 
any  polluting  liquids. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Broad  Lane,  Bloxwich,  has  been  sewered  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  each  of  the  properties  is  connected,  and  the  houses  now  have 
water  closets  and  ashbins.  The  sanitary  circumstances  in  this  locality  have 
been  very  much  improved,  and  long  standing  nuisances  due  to  the  bad 
drainage  have  been  remedied. 


Sewerage  Disposal  Works  are  situate  at  Brockhurst  Farm,  Beechdale 
and  the  Roughs,  where  the  sewerage  is  dealt  with  by  bacteria  beds  or 
land  treatment. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  record  a  further  diminution  in  the 
number  of  privies.  During  the  year  63  of  these  foul  conveniences  were 
converted  to  water  closets,  while  42  other  privies  were  demolished  and 
removed,  properly  constructed  water  closets  being  built  in  substitution 
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for  them,  thus  reducing  our  number  of  privies  by  105.  In  addition,  for 
improving  closet  accommodation,  86  additional  water  closets  have  been 
constructed  in  connection  with  existing  buildings. 


The  approximate  number  of  privies  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  415,  the  approximate  number  of  water  closets  fitted  with  fresh  water 
flush  is  1  1 ,353,  the  approximate  number  of  water  closets  not  fitted  with 
flushing  cisterns  and  which  have  to  be  flushed  by  hand  from  a  bucket  or 
other  receptacle  is  9, 1 58,  the  number  of  waste  water  closets  is  85  and  of 
pail  closets  50. 


SCAVENGING. 

House  refuse  and  privy  contents  are  removed  under  supervision  of 
the  Borough  Surveyor,  the  privies  are  emptied  at  night  and  their  contents 
disposed  of  for  agricultural  purposes. 


House  refuse  from  ashpits  and  ashbins  collected  during  the  day 
is  removed  and  disposed  of  at  tips  in  outlying  portions  of  the  Borough.  I 
frequently  inspect  these  tips  for  the  purpose  of  noting  any  conditions  which 
may  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  health.  The  method  of  solidifying 
the  tipped  refuse  prevents  any  undue  exposure  of  the  refuse  and  limits 
the  likelihood  of  any  nuisance  arising.  As  the  tip  approaches  the  desired 
level,  street  sweepings  are  carted  to  the  site  and  the  surface  becomes 
grass  grown  in  a  comparatively  short  period. 


Ashpits  are  not  now  permitted  in  connection  with  new  houses, 
ashbins  are  insisted  on.  I  regret  that  so  many  house  owners  still  retain 
and  use  their  brick  built  ashpits,  only  158  of  these  structures  were 
dispensed  with  during  the  year,  being  substituted  by  the  provision  of  339 
ashbins,  the  majority  of  these  ashpits  were  defective.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  on  many  occasions  that  any  house-holder  in  the  Borough  who  cares  to 
substitute  an  ashbin  for  his  ashpit,  can  obtain  regular  weekly  collection  of 
the  contents,  and  1  am  somewhat  surprised  that  there  is  not  a  quicker 
change  from  the  ashpit  to  the  ashbin  system. 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  RETURN  OF 

VISITS,  &c. 

Dr.  J.  A.  M.  Clark, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Walsall. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Officers'  Order, 
1926,  I  hereby  furnish  you  with  a  tabular  statement  containing  the  follow¬ 
ing  particulars  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1927. 

1.  The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Inspections  ot  Dwelling-houses — 

Housing  Inspections 

254 

70 

153 

240 

717 

District  Inspections 

1988 

1266 

1382 

3195 

7831 

Inspections  of  Workshops  (not  in- 

eluding  Bakehouses) 

9 

22 

14 

170 

215 

Inspectionsof  Factories 

48 

104 

39 

165 

356 

,,  Homes  of  Outworkers 

4 

25 

15 

32 

76 

,,  Slaughter-houses 

468 

1275 

615 

922 

3280 

,,  Pig-killing  on  Private 

Premises  ... 

15 

6 

10 

7 

38 

,,  Bakehouses 

50 

85 

104 

127 

366 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops  and 

Fish  Yards 

36 

8 

45 

45 

134 

,,  Dairies 

161 

156 

77 

120 

514 

,  Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

— 

63 

22  7 

290 

,,  Common  Lodging- 

houses 

_ 

6 

_ 

10 

16 

,,  Theatres  and  Music 

Halls 

2 

_ _ 

3 

5 

10 

,,  re  Rat  Destruction  ... 

14 

12 

10 

13 

49 

,,  Schools  re  drainage  ( 

and  Sanitary  conveniences  f 

4 

6 

6 

8 

24 

,,  Markets 

104 

412 

516 

,,  Smoke  observations  .. 

91 

51 

74 

67 

283 

Samples  ot  water 

1 

6 

2 

9 

,,  under  the  Sale  of  Food 

and  Drugs  Acts  for  Analysis  ... 

60 

50 

57 

59 

226 

Margarine,  not  submitted  tor 

Analysis 

1 

1 

Milk  for  Bacteria 

Count 

1 

23 

2 

6 

32 

Milk  tested  for  Tubercle  Bacilli... 

1 

1 

8 

Canal  Boat  Inspections... 

2 

6 

Visits  to  infected  houses 

331 

543 

865 

364 

2103 

,,  ,,  Butchers  Shops 

8 

26 

3 

10 

47 

,.  ,,  Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  ... 

1 

1 

,,  Sec.  41 .  Walsall  Corporation 

Act  ...  ...  ... 

1 

14 

1 

9 

25 

,,  Complaints 

65 

55 

104 

60 

284 

Carried  Forward 

3718 

3873 

3586 

6275 

17452 
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1  The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors — continued 


Bloxwich 

and 

I.eamore 
Wa  rds. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

aand 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Brought  Forward 

3718 

3873 

3586 

6275 

17452 

Visits  to  Ice-cream  Manufacturers  and 

Vendors 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Fumigations  after  notifiable  disease  ... 

90 

95 

181 

81 

447 

Drain  tests,  No.  of  houses 

55 

32 

31 

117 

235 

Re-inspections  of  work  for  abatement 

of  Nuisances 

2780 

2350 

2296 

1438 

8864 

Total  visits  and  Inspections  ... 

6643 

6351 

6094 

7912 

27000 

2.  The  Number  of  Notices  Served  during  the  Year. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Informal 

Statutory 

430 

227 

319 

171 

491 

246 

440 

188 

1680 

832 

3.  Result  of  Services  of  such  Notices. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

. 

Number  of  nuisances  abated 

752 

557 

853 

833 

2995 

X  Notices  not  complied  with 

130 

89 

95 

85 

399 

X  The  majority  are  informal  notices. 


Yours  obediently, 


ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


March  31st,  1928. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926,  which  came 
into  force  on  the  1st  July,  1927,  extends  the  statutory  powers  for  dealing 
with  nuisances  arising  from  smoke. 

A  Conference  of  representatives  of  Local  Authorities  in  the 
Midlands  area  was  arranged  by  the  Minister  of  Health  at  Birmingham, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Dawes  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


It  was  resolved  at  this  Conference,  with  the  object  of  securing 
uniform  procedure  and  for  the  adoption  of  standard  methods  in  the 
administration  of  the  law  for  smoke  abatement,  that  a  Regional  Smoke 
Abatement  Committee  should  be  formed.  The  Authorities  in  the  Midland 
Regional  Town  Planning  area  were  each  invited  to  appoint  1  delegate 
to  serve  on  the  Regional  Committee.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was 
appointed  to  represent  this  Borough  and  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Regional 
Council  an  Executive  Committee  was  formed,  Mr.  Hubble  being  selected 
to  serve  on  this  Committee. 


At  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee  an  enquiry  was  made 
in  the  Borough  with  reference  to  the  number  of  chimneys,  types  of  boilers, 
and  fuel  in  use,  during  which  it  was  found  that  there  were  approximately 
in  the  Borough  415  chimneys  connected  with  factories  which  could  be 
controlled  by  the  Act  of  1926. 

In  the  course  of  visits  to  factories  for  obtaining  the  information 
required,  opportunity  was  afforded  for  giving  advice  where  an  undue 
amount  of  smoke  was  being  emitted,  and  in  a  number  of  cases  there  has  been 
considerable  improvement  made. 

For  ascertaining  how  far  measures  are  being  adopted  for  reducing 
the  quantity  of  smoke  from  domestic  chimneys,  enquiries  were  made 
from  the  Engineers  at  the  Corporation  Gas  and  Electricity  Works,  and 
they  supplied  the  following  information,  viz  :  — 

Approximate  number  of  Gas  Fires  in  use  in  the  Borough  2,215, 
Gas  Cookers  15,612,  Electric  Radiators  1,371,  Electric  Cookers  358. 
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The  problem  of  smoke  abatement  in  connection  with  industry 
appears  to  lie  largely  in  the  introduction  of  other  means  for  heat  and 
power  purposes  replacing  the  use  of  coal  in  its  raw  state;  and  for  reducing 
domestic  smoke,  (which  contributes  approximately  50  per  cent,  of  the 
whole),  coal  as  at  present  burnt  in  open  firegrates  should  be  superseded 
by  solid  smokeless  fuel  or  by  the  use  of  electricity  or  gas. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 

CONTROLLED. 

Cow  Sheds  'j 

Dairies  l  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  569 


Milk  Shops 

y 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Fishfriers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

Ice-cream  Makers  and  Vendors  ...  ...  ...  208 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Houses-let-in-Lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Work  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 

Out -Workers  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


1,501 

HOUSING.  - 

Number  oj  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  Year. — 


(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58" 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  486 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  101 

Total  erected  to  date  under  the  National  Housing  Scheme  ...  1 ,642 


1 .  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(I)  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  8,548 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  717 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  934 

(II)  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  383 

(HI)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  220 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  70 

(h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil. 

% 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  f3 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  382 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

{h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil. 


f  The  3  Houses  were  demolished 
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(C)  Proceeding  under  sections  11,14  and  1 5  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925— 

( 1 )  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined  the  dwelling  houses 

have  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  2 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  1 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS, 

Special  efforts  were  made  early  in  the  year  to  ascertain  the 
situation  of  houses  most  in  need  of  repair,  and  a  rapid  survey  of  the 
poorer  localities  in  the  Borough  was  made. 

Approximately  250  houses  were  selected  for  special  inspection 
and  report.  Notices  were  issued  under  the  Housing  Act  requiring 
repairs,  and  the  provision  of  additional  water  closets  and  ashbins  in 
connection  with  the  majority  of  these  houses. 

The  work  of  renovation  has  proceeded  very  slowly,  a  number  of 
the  owners  would  have  preferred  a  Closing  Order  rather  than  one  requiring 
repair. 

The  class  of  tenant  occupying  these  houses  requires  a  dwelling 
at  a  low  rental,  and  is  unable  to  pay  the  rent  of  houses  now  being  built, 
the  number  of  old  houses  of  a  small  size  is  strictly  limited  and  in  many  of 
them  there  are  two  families  and  serious  overcrowding  exists. 

The  closing  of  any  of  the  250  houses  above  mentioned  would 
aggravate  the  conditions  of  overcrowding,  and  in  these  circumstances  the 
carrying  into  effect  of  such  repairs  as  would  give  these  dwellings  a  little 
longer  lease  for  use  was  thought  desirable. 
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In  making  the  inspection  for  ascertaining  the  position  of  the  houses 
which  were  eventually  dealt  with,  it  became  apparent  that  there  are 
comparatively  few  congested  areas  in  the  Borough. 

The  districts  where  houses  were  closely  built  have  been  somewhat 
opened  up  by  the  demolition  of  unfit  houses,  the  ground  forming  the  site 
of  these  demolished  buildings  is,  in  many  instances,  a  play  place  for  the 
children  residing  near,  but,  whilst  affording  additional  air  space,  their 
badly  kept  surfaces  are  an  eyesore.  These  conditions,  however,  cannot 
very  well  be  dealt  with,  without  a  scheme  which  would  include  dealing 
with  the  buildings  which  remain. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  house  repair  carried 
out  voluntarily,  and  a  number  of  blocks  of  property  have  been  re¬ 
conditioned  without  action  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Authority. 

Only  84  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  the  subject  of  notices, 
but  this  number  is  no  true  criterion  as  to  the  extent  of  overcrowding  in 
the  Borough,  many  houses  built  for  one  family  only  are  occupied  by  two 
and  in  some  cases  by  three  families. 

During  inspection  of  two  streets  in  the  Birchills  Ward  it  was 
found  that  upwards  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  houses  visited  had  two  families. 

When  we  come  to  the  larger  houses,  such  as  de-licensed  houses, 
or  business  premises  which  have  ceased  to  be  used  as  such,  we  find 
them  occupied  by  3  or  more  families,  and  as  these  dwellings  are  in  their 
original  structural  state,  the  occupants  have  to  contend  with  many  incon¬ 
veniences  which  should  not  be  met  with  in  a  house  which  forms  a  home; 
e.g.  people  living  on  the  top  floor  can  only  obtain  water  by  coming  to 
the  ground  floor;  the  same  applies  to  means  for  washing,  and  closet 
accommodation.  Usually  there  is  no  satisfactory  means  for  food  or  fuel 
storage,  the  approach  to  the  rooms  above  ground  floor  is  usually  by 
means  of  unlighted  stairs  and  passages,  and  for  this  accommodation  rents 
of  6/-  or  more  are  charged  for  one  room. 

The  crying  need  in  our  present  housing  situation  is  the  provision 
of  a  self-contained  dwelling  at  such  a  rent  as  will  suit  the  income  of  the 
poorer  classes,  and  until  some  such  provision  is  made  overcrowding  and 
indecent  occupation  of  rooms  leading  to  ll  1-health  and  immorality  will 
persist. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  premises  where  loose  milk  is  sold  has  been  consider¬ 
ably  reduced,  there  being  in  the  Borough  1  10  places  where  loose  milk  is 
stored  or  sold,  of  these  61  are  dairies,  the  majority  being  in  connection 
with  farms  or  at  wholesale  premises,  and  49  are  shops  where  milk  is 
retailed. 

The  conditions  are  now  fairly  satisfactory,  but  with  such  an 
important  food  article  as  milk  there  is  room  for  further  improvement  in 
the  methods  of  production  and  handling  of  milk  for  sale. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1923. 

LICENCES  PASTEURISED  &  GRADE  A  MILK. 

Two  firms  had  pasteurisors  licences  in  respect  of  milk  pasteurised 
at  the  dairies  in  their  occupation,  two  firms  were  licensed  as  bottlers  of 
Grade  A.  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk,  six  purveyors  of  milk  were  licensed 
as  dealers  in  Grade  A.  Milk. 

VETERINARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Inspection  of  Milch  Cows. 

Mr.  Paley  reports  as  follows  : — 

To  the  Health  Committee, 

Walsall  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cresswell  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  herewith  present  a  report  on 
the  inspection  of  cattle  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December, 
1927  in  the  Borough. 

I  was  very  satisfied  that  my  first  round  of  visits  had  done  good 
because  of  the  general  improvement  in  the  class  of  cattle  used  for  dairy 
purposes,  also  the  owners  had  taken  advantage  of  the  suggestions  for 
improvement  I  had  made.  The  effect  generally  seemed  to  be  the  purchase 
of  sound  young  cows  and  most  of  those  I  had  pointed  out  as  likely  to 
become  the  subject  of  disease,  had  been  deleted  from  the  herd. 
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I  have  reason  to  believe  that  I  have  not  seen  all  the  in-calvers, 
therefore  I  propose  to  intimate  to  each  owner  that  on  my  next  visit  it 
will  be  necessary  they  shall  have  not  only  those  they  are  milking,  but 
also  those  that  will  be  brought  into  their  byres  immediately  after  calving. 

There  is  room  for  improvement  in  some  of  the  cowsheds,  but 
with  the  present  depression  in  farming  it  would  be  difficult  to  enforce 
necessary  alterations. 

I  feel  sure  the  local  milk  supply  is  now  as  pure  as  that  in  any 
other  town,  but  what  about  the  huge  supply  that  is  being  sent  in  from  the 
surrounding  country? 

All  milk  coming  into  the  town  should  be  periodically  tested,  not 
only  the  milk  in  bulk,  but  also  the  bottled  milk. 

Yours  obediently, 

Signed,  A.  E.  PALEY, 

Veterinary  Inspector. 


MEAT,  ETC. 

Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  is  regularly  carried  out  and 
the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  are 
fairly  well  observed. 

The  inspection  of  all  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food 
has  not  been  practicable,  but  every  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  inspections 
of  carcases  of  animals  which  might  be  of  inferior  quality. 

In  several  slaughterhouses  the  animals  are  carefully  selected  by  the 
butcher  before  purchase  so  that  he  may  secure  for  his  trade  meat  of  the 
best  quality  only.  It  is  in  such  slaughterhouses  that  inspection  has  been 
somewhat  infrequent. 

The  markets  at  Walsall  and  Bloxwich  are  regularly  visited,  and 
it  is  the  practice  for  stall  holders  who  have  brought  unexamined  consign¬ 
ments  of  food  stuffs  for  sale  in  the  market  which  on  opening  have  been 
found  unsatisfactory,  to  call  at  the  office  and  request  immediate  inspection 
before  offering  the  goods  for  sale. 


During  the  year  1  Registered  Slaughterhouse  was  closed  on  the 
grounds  of  non-user,  and  in  the  case  of  a  Licensed  Slaughterhouse  which 
was  not  in  use,  the  licence  was  not  renewed. 

There  were  30  slaughterhouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as 
follows  : — 

Jan.  1927.  Dec.  1927. 

Registered  ...  ...  ...  12  11 

Licensed  ...  ...  ...  20  19 


Total  32  30 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  during  the  year  226 
samples  were  obtained  by  him  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
analysis.  Of  these  220  were  reported  “  Genuine  ”  and  6  (milk  samples) 
Not  Genuine.” 

Full  particulars  of  the  articles  submitted  for  analysis  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  Public  Analyst,  pages  121-124. 

ADULTERATED  SAMPLES.  ACTION  TAKEN. 

The  action  taken  with  regard  to  milk  samples  was,  viz  :■ — 

In  4  instances  of  milk  containing  added  water,  the  samples  were 
taken  in  course  of  delivery  from  a  farmer  outside  the  Borough  at  the 
dairy  in  Walsall  to  which  the  milk  was  consigned.  A  summons  was 
issued  in  respect  to  each  sample  and  the  Justices  imposed  a  fine  of  £5 
and  15/-  costs  on  each  summons,  total  £23.  The  money  was  paid. 

In  1  case  of  a  sample  1 .6  per  cent,  deficient  in  cream  a  further 
sample  obtained  a  few  days  later  proved  satisfactory  as  regards  quality. 
No  further  action  was  taken. 

In  the  case  of  a  sample  8.3  per  cent,  deficient  in  cream  purchased 
at  a  small  shop,  the  vendor  was  cautioned  by  letter  and  gave  up  the 
sale  of  loose  milk. 
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MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912  and  1917. 
Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1927. 


I .  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream. 


Number  of  Samples  examined 
for  the  presence  of  a  preserv¬ 
ative. 


Number  in  which  Preservatives  was 
reported  to  be  present,  and  percentage 
of  preservative  found  in  each  Sample. 


Milk  91  Nil. 

Cream  7  Nil. 

2.  Cream  sold  as  preserved  cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  to 
ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  Preservatives  were 
correct  :  — 

(i)  Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  ...  6 

fii)  Statements  incorrect  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Total 


Percentage  stated  on 
Statutory  label. 
Not  exceeding  4  per 
cent.  Boric  Acid. 


(b) 


(iii)  Percentage  of  Preservative 
found  in  each  sample. 

.10,  .19,  .22  per  cent., 

.18,  .10,  .19  per  cent. 

Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved 
cream  : — 

(i)  Above  33  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  Below  33  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Total  5 


(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements  as  to 

labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  article  V.  (2)  of 
the  regulations  have  not  been  observed  ...  ...  Nil. 

(d)  Particul  ars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have  not  been 

complied  with,  and  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

3.  Thickening  substances.  Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to  cream  or 

to  preserved  cream,  where  found  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Colouring  matter  in,  or  re-constituted  milk  on  sale  ...  Nil. 
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Report  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  &  HOMEWORK. 

1— INSPECTION. 

Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories 

56 

21 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

shop  Laundries)  ... 

581 

43 

— 

Total 

637 

64 

2  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

O  73 

§ 

Particulars. 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

o  9 

X  <-> 
O  13 

Z  V) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

34 

34 

,,  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

20 

20 

— 

— 

{"insufficient 

12 

12 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodations  unsuitable  or  defective 

11 

11 

— 

— 

(  not  separate  for  sexes 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Total 

81 

81 

_ 

_ 

Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


HOMEWORK. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

During  the  year  there  were  2,125  births  (2,063  legitimate  and 
62  illegitimate).  There  were  205  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  of 
whom  6  were  illegitimate. 

The  Mortality  Rate  of  legitimate  births  was  96.46  per  1 ,000 
births,  whilst  that  of  illegitimate  births  was  96.77  giving  a  total  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  of  96.47  as  compared  with  a  rate  of 
83.56  for  1926. 

9  deaths  were  due  to  Whooping  Cough  and  3  to  Measles  as 
against  6  and  1  respectively  in  the  previous  year. 


Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  accounted  for  57  deaths  or  27.8  per 
cent,  of  the  total  infant  deaths,  and  Diarrhoea  for  13  or  6.3  per  cent. 

Prematurity  accounted  for  54  deaths  or  26.3  per  cent,  whilst 
Congenital  Defects  and  Deaths  arising  from  Congenital  Debility  and 
wasting  accounted  for  32  or  15.6  per  cent,  of  the  total. 


62  babies  or  approximately  one  third  of  the  total,  died  within 
one  week  of  birth,  37  of  these  from  Prematurity,  and  88  within  the  first 
four  weeks  of  birth  (42.9  per  cent.). 


Each  year  we  have  to  record  a  very  high  percentage  of  infant 
deaths  during  the  first  week  of  life  and  during  the  first  four  weeks  as  is 
shown  in  the  following  table. 


£AR 

No.  of 
Births 

No.  of  deaths 
under  1  year 
of  age. 

Nc.  of  Deaths 
in  children 
under  1  year 
due  to 
Prematurity. 

No.  of  deaths  in 
children  under  1 
year  due  to  Atro¬ 
phy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 

No.  of  Deaths 
from  all  causes 
under  the  age 
of  1  month . 

No.  of  Deaths 
from  all  causes 
under  the  age 
of  one  week 

922 

2530 

241 

61 

42 

110 

79 

923 

2342 

220 

59 

47 

106 

72 

924 

2356 

184 

57 

50 

103 

59 

125 

2257 

260 

42 

46 

86 

46 

126 

2154 

180 

49 

36 

101 

60 

27 

2125 

205 

54 

32 

88 

62 

41 


Paddock  has  the  lowest  Infantile  Mortality,  with  74.25  deaths  per 
1,000  births,  Birchills  and  Caldmore  coming  next  with  79.11  and  84.98 
per  1 ,000  respectively,  Hatherton  being  at  the  other  end  of  the  scale  with 
an  Infantile  Mortality  of  122.80  and  Bloxwich  with  1  17.64. 

NURSING  SERVICES. 

The  co-ordinated  Nursing  Scheme  has  worked  smoothly  during 
the  year,  and  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors’ 
Staff  has  to  be  recorded,  23,695  visits  having  been  paid  to  homes  during 
1927,  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  alone. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  Welfare  Centres  have  again  been 
large,  the  total  attendances  at  the  four  Centres  being  15,386  as  against 
16,803  in  1926.  1,156  new  babies  have  been  registered  as  against 

1,405  during  1926.  At  some  of  the  Centres,  particularly  Milton  Street 
and  Littleton  Street,  the  attendances  on  many  occasions  have  been  much 
too  large  for  satisfactory  work. 

At  the  beginning  of  May,  Stafford  Street  Centre  was  closed, 
much  more  convenient  and  suitable  premises  being  obtained  at  Littleton 
Street,  where  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  utilised  the 
premises  previously  used  as  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  which  the 
Education  Committee  opened  as  an  additional  School  Clinic. 

There  is  a  slight  decline  in  the  number  of  attendances  at  the 
Welfare  Centres  during  the  year  due  in  some  measure  at  least  to  changes 
in  the  medical  staff. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  attendances,  many  mothers  have 
to  wait  an  unduly  long  time  before  they  and  their  babies  can  be  attended 
to,  and  it  is  desirable  that  additional  medical  sessions  at  these  Centres 
be  established  so  soon  as  conditions  permit. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  for  the  past  year  has  again  been  high, 
5  mothers  having  died  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  4  from  other  Accidents 
or  Diseases  connected  with  childbirth,  the  death  rate  amounting  to  4.2 
per  1,000  births  as  against  5.1  in  1926,  6.2  in  1925,  5.9  in  1924,  and 
1.7  in  1923. 
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Under  the  new  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  which  came 
into  force  on  October  1st,  1926,  whereby  any  febrile  condition  occuring 
in  a  woman  within  21  days  after  childbirth  or  miscarriage  in  which  a 
temperature  of  100.4  F.  or  more  has  been  sustained  during  a  period  of 
24  hours,  &c.,  has  to  be  notified  by  the  doctor  in  attendance,  33  cases  of 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified. 

4  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  were  notified  including  three  previously 
notified  as  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  One  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  practice 
of  a  Midwife,  two  in  the  practice  of  Medical  Practitioners  and  one  in 
the  Poor  Law  Infirmary.  In  one  of  the  fatal  cases,  delivery  was  normal. 

Of  the  other  complications  connected  with  childbirth  three  deaths 
were  due  to  Eclampsia  and  one  to  Placenta  Previa  and  Post  Partum 
Haemorrhage. 

Of  the  2,138  births  notified  during  the  year,  1,182  or  30.55  per 
cent,  were  conducted  by  Midwives  alone,  in  347  cases  doctors  were 
engaged  to  attend  as  well.  199  Medical  Help  borms  were  received 
from  Midwives  in  respect  of  Labour  complications,  of  that  number  78  or 
39  per  cent,  were  in  respect  of  Prolonged  and  Difficult  Labour,  and 
63  or  32  per  cent,  in  respect  of  Ruptured  Perinaeurn. 

These  figures  differ  but  little  from  those  of  the  previous  year  and 
one  must  admit  frankly  that  they  are  disappointing. 

ORTHOP/EDIC  TREATMENT. 

All  cases  of  orthopaedic  defect  occurring  amongst  children  under 
the  age  of  5  years  are  now  treated  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  established 
by  the  Education  Committee  at  Bradford  Street. 

During  the  year  49  maternity  and  child  welfare  cases  received 
treatment  at  the  Clinic,  all  cases  first  being  examined  by  the  Surgeon 
Specialist  in  charge. 

265  attendances  for  treatment  were  made  by  these  patients.  In 
addition  1  1  maternity  and  child  welfare  cases  received  treatment  in 
the  Massage  Department,  203  visits  being  made  by  these  children  for 
the  purpose  of  treatment. 

4  of  our  children  received  in-patient  treatment  at  the  Woodlands, 
Northfield,  Birmingham. 
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MEDICAL  AID  AND  PROVISION  OF  MILK 

The  Guild  of  Help  continues  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  to  do  much  of  the  investigation  work  required  by  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

All  cases  of  midwifery  where  a  Medical  Practitioner  is  called 
in  by  the  Midwife  in  attendance  are  investigated  by  the  Guild  and  a 
report  is  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  300  such  reports 
were  received  by  the  latter  during  the  year. 

67  cases  were  specially  investigated  and  income  verified  with  a 
view  to  legal  proceedings  being  taken  for  the  recovery  of  Doctors  fees 
where  the  income  was  over  scale. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  all  these  cases. 


All  applications  for  free  milk  are  also  dealt  with  by  the  Guild. 
Suitable  cases  are  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officers  at  the  Welfare 
Centres,  or  by  the  Midwife  or  Doctor  in  attendance  where  mothers  are 
unable  to  attend  the  Centres.  Reports  are  then  made  on  these  cases 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Guild  who  attends  the  weekly  meetings  of  the 
Milk  Sub-Committee  and  all  recommendations  are  dealt  with  by  this 
Committee. 


983  applications  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  3,413  reports 
were  made  on  those  cases  to  the  Milk  Sub-Committee. 


Details  of  the  work  of  the  Centre  as  well  as  the  work  of  the 
Health  Visitors  are  given  in  the  following  1  ables  :  — 


ATTENDANCES  REGISTERED  AT  INFANT  WELFARE 

CENTRES. 


Centre 

Under 

6  months 

6-12 

months 

1-2 

years 

2-5 

years 

Total 

New 

Cases 

Ablewell  Street 

*  A. 

1797 

*M. 

890 

A. 

935 

M. 

327 

A. 

529 

M. 

108 

A. 

736 

M. 

109 

A.  M. 

3997  1434 

257 

Field  Road  ... 

1219 

676 

703 

258 

486 

144 

836 

190 

3244  1268 

305 

Littleton  Street 

1655 

1016 

761 

295 

430 

126 

753 

97 

3599  1534 

284 

Milton  Street 

2101 

870 

1084 

301 

676 

197 

685 

126 

4546  1494 

310 

Total 

6772 

3452 

3483 

1181 

2121 

575 

3010 

522 

15386  5730 

1156 

*A — Number  of  Attendances.  *M — Number  Medically  Examined. 
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The  total  number  of  Ante-Natal  cases  registered  at  the  Centres 
numbered  666  out  of  which  1 4  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITORS. 
First  and  Re-Visits. 


Half-days 
spent  at  Wel¬ 
fare  Centres 

Birth 
Enquiries 
First  Visits 

Re-Visits  to 
Infants  undet 
12  months 

Visits  to 
Children 
1-5  years 

Ante-Natal 
First  Visits 

Ante-Natal 

Re-Visits 

Ophthalmia 

First  Visits 

Ophthalmia 

Re-Visits 

Other  Visits 

(Infectious 

Diseases,  &c. 

Total 

Visits 

8  3 

2308 

8625 

11380 

370 

296 

21 

43 

652 

23695 

CASES  OF  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


Cases 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

at  Home  /at  Hospital 

21 

18 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

INFANT  Feeding. — When  first  visited  1,921  infants  were  entirely 
breast  fed,  103  breast  and  artificially  fed,  and  30  artificially  fed. 

Details  of  the  food  supplied  are  given  as  follows  :  — 

'  First  Visit — 

Cows  Milk  was  being  given  to  89  babies 
Dried  Milk  was  being  given  to  21  babies 
Condensed  Milk  was  being  given  to  7  babies 
Patent  Foods  and  Rusks  was  being  given  to  16  babies 

Whilst  on  Re-Visit — 

Cows  Milk  was  being  given  to  321  babies 
Dried  Milk  was  being  given  to  32  babies 
Condensed  Milk  was  being  given  to  5  babies 
Patent  Foods  and  Rusks  was  being  given  to  23  babies 

On  the  first  re-visits  1 ,633  were  reported  to  be  entirely  breast 

fed. 
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27  infants  died  before  being  re-visited,  and  1  1  had  left  the 
Borough. 


SANITARY  DEFECTS. 


15  cases  were  referred  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

MIDWIVES  ACT. 


Midwives’  Inspections,  etc. 

Total 

No.  of  Midwives  on  register — Trained 

24  ' 

32 

Untrained 

8 

1 

No.  of  visits  to  midwives- 

—Inspections 

162  j 

613 

Interviews 

451 

Puerperal  Fever  notified 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified 

••  • 

...  33 

1 0  cases  were  removed 
6  gases  proved  fatal. 

31  cases  recovered. 

to  Hospital. 

Midwives  disinfected 

7 

Ophthalmia  notified 

.  •  •  • 

•  .  . 

...  21 

Cases  treated  at  home 

18  1 

21 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

3 

Midwives’  Notifications,  (Medical  Help). 


Medical 

Help 

Stillbirth 

Death  of 
Child 

Intention 
to  Practice 

Liability  to 
be  a  source 
of 

Infection 

Laying 
out  a 
dead  body 

Proposed 

Artifical 

Feeding 

Change 

Addre 

456 

16 

4 

32 

7 

2 

8 

3 

46 


CONDITIONS  FOR  WHICH  DOCTORS  WERE  CALLED 

IN  BY  MIDWIVES— 

PREGNANCY. 

Abortion  and  Miscarriage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ]] 

Threatened  Miscarriage  or  Abortion  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Purulent  Discharge  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dangerous  Varicose  Veins  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Toxaemias  (Unclassified)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


47 

LABOUR.  - 

Ante,  and  Post-Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ruptured  Perinaeum  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Prolonged  and  Difficult  Labour  ...  ...  ...  78 

Purulent  Discharge  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Retained  Placenta  and  Membranes  ...  ...  ...  12 


199 

PUERPERIUM.  - 

Rise  of  Temperature  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Secondary  Post-Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Causes  (Indefinite  Diagnosis)  ...  ...  ...  21 
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INFANT.  - 

Inflammation  of  Eyes  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Dangerous  Feebleness  and  Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  61 

Serious  Skin  Eruption  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Malformation  and  Congenital  Defects  ...  ...  ...  9 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Causes  (Indefinite  Diagnosis)  ...  ...  ...  26 


159 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS,  YEAR  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31st,  1927. 

No.  of  births  notified  during  the  year 

by  Medical  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  423 

by  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,712 

by  Parents  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Born  in  Union  Infirmary 
Unnotified  births 

Stillbirths  notified  during  the  year 

,,  Attended  by  Medical  Practitioners  ...  46 

,,  Attended  by  Midwives  ...  ...  17 


2,138 


23 

17 

63 


Notified  births  (excluding  Stillbirths),  deaths  under  1  year  and  rate, 

Year  ending  December  3 1  st,  1927. 


Births 


Deaths 
under 
1  year 

mortality 
rate  per 
1,000 
bir  ths 
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79  11 
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F. 

106 
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81 

77 

28 

15 

15 

1 22  80 

74  25 

94  93 

M. 

164 


F. 

148 


28 


89  74 


M. 

174 


F. 

179 


30 


84  98 


M. 

6 


F. 


M. 


2  1026  10 


205 


98  69 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  MILK 

SUB-COMMITTEE. 

FRESH  MILK. 

During  the  year  approximately  258  cases  received  a  supply  of 
milk  free  at  a  cost  of  £598  14s.  Od. 

DRIED  MILK. 

63  cases  received  Dried  Milk  at  cost  price.  Paid  to  Borough 
Treasurer  for  same  £219  I  7s.  9d. 


177  lbs.  of  Dried  Milk  was  given  free  at  a  cost  of  £14  13s.  3d. 
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1 ,328)4  lb.  tins  of  Virol  were  sold  at  cost  price.  Paid  to  Borough 
Treasurer  for  same  £66  8s.  Od. 

788  Bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion  were  sold  at  cost  price. 
Paid  to  Borough  Treasurer  for  same  £39  8s.  Od. 

Paid  to  Borough  Treasurer  for  Lactogol  ...  ...  11s.  3d. 

Paid  to  Borough  Treasurer  for  Groats  ...  ...  Is.  Id. 

ANTE-NATAL  CENTRE. 

The  weekly  session  held  at  Ablewell  Street  Centre  has  continued 
to  make  satisfactory  progress  throughout  the  year,  the  cases  being  referred 
to  the  Centre  by  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives. 

In  many  cases  the  Midwives  have  brought  up  their  patients  for 
examination. 

The  number  of  cases  registered  during  the  year  are  as  follows  :  — 

1  st  attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Re-attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  356 


In  154  cases  the  urine  was  tested  for  albumin,  69  cases  were 
tested  a  second  time,  and  21  cases  a  third  time. 

6  specimens  were  found  to  contain  albumin. 

1 5  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  purulent  discharge  and 
a  note  was  given  referring  them  to  hospital  for  treatment. 


33  cases  were  referred  through  the  Midwife  to  the  patient’ s  own 
doctor  on  account  of  complications,  viz  :  — 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Contracted  Pelvis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dangerous  Varicose  Veins  ...  ...  7 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Threatened  Miscarriage  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Complications  ...  ...  ...  4 

Labour  was  induced  in  two  cases  both  mother  and  child  doing 
well  in  each  case. 
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9  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  bad  dental  caries  and  were 
referred  to  hospital  for  treatment. 

The  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  during  the  year 
have  been  of  a  very  mild  type.  In  only  one  case  was  the  condition 
really  severe,  this  did  not  occur  in  the  practice  of  a  Midwife,  but  a  handy 
woman  was  in  attendance  with  the  doctor,  the  patient  had  been  seen  at 
the  Ante-Natal  Centre  in  her  seventh  month  of  pregnancy  and  had  been 
referred  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  on  account  of  a  profuse  and  purulent 
discharge  and  was  visited  at  her  home  at  intervals  to  ascertain  whether 
she  was  attending  the  hospital  with  regularity. 

This  infant  has,  unfortunately,  probably  lost  the  sight  of  both  eyes. 

MATERNITY  HOMES. 

All  premises  for  which  registration  was  sought  under  the  Mid¬ 
wives  and  Maternity  Homes  Registration  Act,  1926,  were  carefully 
inspected. 

3  applications  for  registration  were  made  during  the  year,  two 
applications  being  granted,  the  third  application  which  was  made  tpwards 
the  end  of  the  year  was  held  over  until  certain  requirements  had  been 
carried  out,  the  application  for  this  home  being  granted  in  January,  1928. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

The  Local  Statutory  Committee  has  delegated  certain  of  its  duties 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913  to  the  Voluntary  Association 
for  Mental  Welfare. 


This  Association  was  formed  with  the  following  objects  :  — 

1.  To  assist  the  Local  Authority  in  administering  the  Act  by  the 

visitation,  ascertainment  and  supervision  of  defectives. 

2.  To  supervise  mental  defectives  who  are  not  subject  to  be  dealt  with 

under  the  Act. 

3.  To  train  and  educate  mental  defectives  in  their  own  homes  or  at 

the  Occupation  Centre. 
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4.  To  provide  an  information  bureau  for  those  interested  in  mentd 

welfare  generally. 

5.  To  provide  after  care  for  children  of  school  age. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Certifying  Officer  under  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Act,  and  he  has  the  assistance,  in  carrying  out  his 
duties,  of  the  staff  of  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help  consisting  of  one  whole 
time  Voluntary  Visitor,  the  Secretary  and  one  full  time  paid  Visitor. 


There  are  two  groups  of  cases  to  be  dealt  with  :  — 

(a)  Statutory  Cases. — consisting  of  mental  defectives  under  7  or  over 
16  years  known  to  require  special  care  and  supervision  ;  uneducable 
mentally  defective  children  between  the  ages  of  7  and  16,  and  children 
referred  to  the  Local  Control  Authority  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act 
as  being  either  incapable  of  further  education  in  a  special  school,  or  of 
being  incapable  of  such  education  without  detriment  to  other  children. 
These  are  dealt  with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 

( b )  Education  Cases. — consisting  of  mentally  defective  children  between 
the  ages  of  7  and  16  capable  of  education  in  special  schools.  These 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Education  Authority. 


The  number  of  mentally  defective  persons  in  the  Borough 
ascertained  by  medical  examinations  up  to  the  present  is  30.  This  however 
is  by  no  means  a  true  record,  and  the  work  of  ascertainment  is  still 
proceeding. 


The  Statutory  Cases  are  distributed  as  follows  :  — 


In  Certified  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

In  Mental  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

In  State  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

In  Poor  Law  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Under  Supervision  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Under  Guardianship  ,  ...  ...  ...  4 


99 


5i 


And  the  Education  Cases: — 
In  Certified  Resident  Schools 
At  Elementary  Schools 
At  Other  Institutions 
At  Home 


23 

36 

13 

11 
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In  addition  there  are  1  1  1  cases  under  Voluntary  Supervision  by 
the  Voluntary  Association  for  mental  welfare. 

During  the  year  1 ,077  visits  were  paid  to  homes  by  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Visitors. 

47  cases  were  notified  to  the  Voluntary 
year  and  these  were  dealt  with  as  follows  :  — 

Certified  and  sent  to  Institutions 
Under  Voluntary  Supervision 
Otherwise  dealt  with 
Deceased 
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Association  during  the 

.  9 

. 31 

6 


Occupation  Centre.: — Under  the  auspices  of  the  Civic  Guild  ol 
Help,  the  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  opened  an  Occupation 
Centre  at  the  School  Clinic,  Bradford  Street,  on  April  1st,  1924. 

The  Centre  is  now  open  on  five  afternoons  per  week,  the  younger 
children  attending  on  two  afternoons,  and  the  elder  children  on  two 
afternoons  ,  and  the  whole  class  on  one  afternoon.  There  are  now  26 
children  on  the  roll. 

The  time  table  includes  instruction  in  raffia  work,  rug  making, 
plasticene  modelling,  crayon  drawing,  sewing,  drill,  tooth  drill,  singing, 
recitation  and  eurythmics. 

The  work  of  the  Occupation  Centre  has  been  particularly  success¬ 
ful,  considerable  improvement  not  only  in  the  mental  and  physical 
condition  of  the  pupils  attending  being  noted,  but  also  in  the  quality  of 
the  handwork. 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  medical 
inspection  of  the  pupils. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS’ 
SUPERANNUATION  ACT. 

Under  this  Act  all  employees  have  to  pass  a  medical  examination 
before  being  taken  on  the  permanent  staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical  R  eferee  for  the 
Corporation. 

During  the  year  21  persons  were  examined  prior  to  their  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  were  passed  as  satisfactory  lives. 

OTHER  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

49  employees  (36  fit  and  13  unfit)  were  examined  on  behalf  of 
the  Tramways  Committee  as  to  their  fitness  to  act  as  Tram  or  Bus 
Drivers. 

All  candidates  for  the  Police  Force  were  examined  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  whose  services  were  also  requisitioned  by 
the  Police  on  many  other  occasions. 

CARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

There  are  1  1 2  blind  persons  on  the  register  of  the  Blind  for  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall,  the  details  as  to  numbers  and  classification 
being  set  out  in  Tables  A.  and  B.  Of  that  number  17  are  school 
children  under  the  age  of  16,  1 6  of  whom  are  in  special  schools.  61 
persons  are  unemployable,  of  the  others,  28  are  employed  in  various 
occupations,  (Table  C.)  and  3  are  under  training. 

Certain  of  the  arrangements  for  looking  after  the  interests  of  the 
blind  persons  are  carried  7Nt  by  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare  Commitee, 
or  on  their  behalf  by  th^  Walsall,  Wednesbury  and  District  Society 
for  the  Blind,  and  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

25  of  our  Walsall  Blind  are  employed  in  the  local  workshops. 
These  workshops  are  by  no  means  satisfactory,  and  there  is  much  room 
for  improvement.  1  he  question  of  provision  of  new  workshops  on  a 
new  site  is  under  consideration. 
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Home  workers  are  dealt  with  by  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution 
for  the  Blind.  During  1927  there  were  two  H  ome  Teachers  who 
looked  after  all  blind  persons  in  both  the  Walsall  and  Wednesbury  areas. 


UNEMPLOYABLE  BLIND. 

The  Town  Council  have  now  augmented  the  income  of  each 
of  the  22  unemployable  persons  in  the  Borough  who  are  of  full  age,  to 
16/-  per  week,  and  the  Home  Visitors  have  been  instructed  when 
distributing  this  grant  to  enquire  if  they  are  as  reasonably  comfortable 
as  possible,  and  if  conditions  are  unsatisfactory  to  report  the  same  to 
the  Local  Blind  Society  and  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee. 
It  is  the  aim  of  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee  to  prevent  any 
further  cases  of  unemployable  blind  finding  it  requisite  to  have  outdoor 
poor  relief,  as,  it  is  undesirable  to  add  to  their  distress  by  the  so  called 
stigma  of  pauperism. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

This  work  is  undertaken  at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  under 
an  agreement  with  the  Town  Council,  Dr  A.  M.  Stuart  being  the 
Medical  Officer  of  this  Department. 

Evening  Clinics  for  Males  are  held  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  and 
an  Afternoon  Clinic  for  Females  on  Thursdays  weekly.  Provision  is  made 
for  cases  to  remain  in  the  Hospital  over-night,  if  necessary,  after  injections. 

A  Special  Clinic  on  Wednesday  afternoon  is  reserved  for  cases 
requiring  injection. 

Facilities  are  afforded  for  irrigation  of  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  daily. 
A  male  and  female  nurse  are  engaged  for  this  purpose. 

Examinations  of  specimens  are  undertaken  for  Gonococci  by  Dr. 
Stuart,  for  other  kinds,  at  the  Birmingham  University. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  women  and  girls  suffering 
from  venereal  diseases  in  the  Borough  can  be  received  into  the  Cleveland 
House,  Wolverhampton,  for  treatment. 

These  cases  arise  generally  in  connection  with  rescue  work,  cases 
at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  requiring  a  lengthy  in-patient  stay  may 
also  be  transferred  to  Cleveland  House. 

The  arrangement  provides  the  requisite  treatment  and  nursing, 
and  it  includes  expectant  mothers  and  lying-in  cases. 

Summary  of  the  work  from  statistics  furnished  by  Dr.  Stuart  :  — 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  treatment  for  the  first  time  in 


1927  may  be  classified:- 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Syphilis  only 

66 

54 

120 

Gonorrhoea  only 

61 

19 

80 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

Conditions  other  ihan 

Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Venereal  Disease 

M.  F.  Total 

Totals 

127 

73 

200 

45  22  67 

There  were  already  receiving  treatment  on  January  1st,  1927,  for 
Syphilis,  62  males,  55  females  ;  Gonorrhoea,  50  males,  12  females  ; 
other  than  Venereal  Disease,  none,  total  179. 
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Total  number  of  persons  who  received  treatment  was  453  and  the 
attendances  at  out-patient  Clinic,  6,267  of  which  3,999  were  males  and 
2,268  females. 

The  aggregate  number  of  "  in-patient  ”  days,  77,  of  which  41 
were  males  and  36  females. 

The  results  may  be  analysed  as  follows  :  — 


Ceased  to  attend  without  completing 

Syphilis 

M.  F. 

Soft  Chancre 

M.  F. 

Gonorrhoea 

M.  F. 

treatment 

Ceased  to  attend  after  completing 
treatment  but  before  final  tests  as 

38 

43 

40 

12 

to  cure  of 

Discharged  from  out-patient  after 

18 

21 

-  - 

30 

4 

completing  treatment 

2 

— 

—  - 

4 

3 

Transferred  to  other  Treatment  Centres 

3 

2 

-  - 

5 

2 

Residential  areas  of  patients  were  :  — 

Walsall  Staffordshire  London  Manchester 


Syphilis 

107 

13 

— 

— 

Soft  Chancre  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

61 

17 

1 

1 

Conditions  other  than 
Venereal 

53 

14 

— 

— 

Total 

221 

44 

1 

1 

For  Spirochettes  — ,  Gonococci  261 ,  other  organisms  — ,  specimens 
were  examined  by  Dr  .Stuart. 

For  Wasserman  re-action  369  specimens,  and  for  Gonococci  5 
specimens  were  submitted  to  Birmingham  University. 

No.  of  Walsall  persons  treated  at  Wolverhampton  Centre  :  — 


Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


Total  25 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  Publ  ic  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
Section  62, 


y 


No  action  has  been  taken  during 
the  year  under  either  of  these 
Sections. 


Notifications.  (Tables  1  and  2). 

There  has  to  be  recorded  an  increase  in  the  number  of  primary 
notifications  of  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease,  190  notifications 
having  been  received  as  against  164  in  1926,  and  204  in  1925.  On 
the  other  hand  the  primary  notifications  of  other  forms  of  the  disease 
show  a  decrease,  41  cases  being  notified  as  against  60  in  1926  and  85 
in  1925. 


As  I  have  stated  on  previous  occasions  notification  cannot  be 
regarded  as  being  a  certain  index  of  the  number  of  fresh  cases  occuring 
in  a  community  in  any  one  year,  as  we  still  find  deaths  of  patients  occuring 
only  a  short  time  after  notification.  In  this  report  it  may  be  noted  that 
1 6  cases  as  against  1 3  cases  in  1 926  came  to  our  notice  in  other  ways 
than  by  primary  notification,  in  most  cases,  after  death. 

t 

Details  of  Primary  Notifications  are  given  in  the  following  tables  :  — 


TABLE  I. 

Summary  of  primary  notifications  received  during  1927. 


Age  groups 

0-1 

1-5 

5- 

10 

IQ- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

25 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

55 

55- 

65 

Ab. 

65 

Total 

Respiratory — Males 

— 

4 

7 

8 

9 

12 

23 

13 

10 

6 

— 

92 

Respiratory — Females 

— 

1 

11 

10 

7 

20 

19 

,12 

10 

6 

2 

98 

N  on-respiratory — Males 

3 

4 

7 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

22 

Non-respiratory — Females 

— 

3 

8 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

—  i 

-f-t 

19 

59 


TABLE  II. 


New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1927,  otherwise  than  by  notification 
on  Form  A.  or  B. 


Age  Period 

0-1 

1-5 

5- 

10 

JO- 

15 

15 

20 

20- 

25 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

55 

55-  Ab. 
65  65 

1 

Tc 

Pulmonary — Males 

1 

1  i  - 

Pulmonary — Females 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

-  1  - 

Non-pulmonary — Males 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  i  — 

Non-pulmonarv — Females 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  - 

2 

— 

-  1 

These  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  wards  of  the  town 
as  follows;  the  deaths  occuring  in  each  ward  also  being  included. 

TABLE  III. 


Cases  notified 

Respiratory 

Other  forms  .... 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Other  forms 

Mortality. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  mortality  from  the  disease 
during  1927,  1  13  deaths  being  due  to  Tuberculosis  as  against  1  19  during 
1926,  and  124  during  1925.  Whilst  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
deaths  due  to  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  from  86  to  99,  there  has  been 
a  considerable  reduction  in  the  deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
from  33  to  14. 

The  Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  has  accordingly 
fallen  from  1.14  in  1926  to  1.10  in  1927.  On  the  other  hand  the 
Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  alone  has  risen  from  0.84 
in  1926  to  0.97  in  1927. 


Bloxwich 

Leamore 

Birchills 

Hatherton 

Paddock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

Caldmore 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

Walsall 

General 

Hospital 

Total 

8 

29 

35 

18 

14 

18 

31 

34 

3 

190 

6 

5 

6 

2 

9 

5 

3 

5 

— 

— 

41 

9 

11 

13 

2 

9 

15 

22 

18 

99 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

— 

— 

14 

60 


TABLE  IV. 


Age  and  Sex  distribution  of  all  persons  dying  from  Tuberculosis. 


Age  Groups 

0-5 

m  f 

5-10 
m  f 

10-15 

m  f 

15-20 

mf 

20-25 

mf 

25-35 
m  f 

35-45 
m  f 

45-55 
m  f 

55-65 
m  f 

Ab. 

65 
m  f 

Total 
m  f 

Respiratory 

1  1 

2  - 

1  1 

1  5 

5  8 

16  8 

16  9 

12  5 

6  1 

—  1 

60  39 

Non  Respiratory 

2  - 

2  1 

2  - 

-  1 

1  1 

-  1 

-  2 

1  - 

—  — 

-  - 

8  6 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  table,  21  were  either  not  notified  at  all,  or  were 
notified  only  a  few  weeks  before  death,  whilst  of  deaths  from  other 
forms  of  the  disease,  4  were  not  notified,  6  were  notified  less  than  six 
weeks  before  death,  whilst  in  2  cases  notification  was  received  after 
death  had  taken  place.  Although  these  figures  are  not  yet  satisfactory, 
they  show  a  slight  improvement  over  those  of  previous  years. 


Respiratory  Other 

Tuberculosis.  Forms. 

Total  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  99  14 

Cases  not  notified  ...  ...  2  4 

Notification  received  after  death  ...  2  2 

Death  within  2  weeks  of  notification  ...  7  4 

Death  within  6  weeks  of  notification  ...  10  2 


The  ratio  of  the  unnotified  to  the  total  deaths  is  5.3  per  cent. 

TABLE  5. 

Occupation  of  all  persons  belonging  to  the  Borough  of  Walsall 
and  dying  from  Tuberculosis  during  1927. 


At  or  under  School  Age  ...  14 

Leather  Workers  ...  ...  5 

Clerks  ...  ...  •••  3 

Housewives  ...  ...  ...  22 

Domestic  Servants  ...  ...  4 

Miners  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tailors  and  Tailoresses  ...  ...  1 

Iron  and  Steel  Workers  ...  ...  2 


Boatmen  ...  ...  ...  1 

Electricians  ...  ...  ...  2 

Errand  Girl  ...  ...  ...  1 

Metal  Turners  ...  ...  5 

Harness  Workers  ...  ...  4 

Book  Maker  ...  ...  ...  1 

Carpenter  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tram  Workers  ...  ...  2 
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TABLE  V. — continued. 


Filers 

•  •  • 

2 

Store  Keepers 

2 

Casters 

3 

Plumbers 

1 

Tube  Workers 

3 

Printers 

2 

Fitters 

2 

Tobacconist 

1 

Labourers 

14 

Engine  Fireman 

1 

Newsagents 

1 

Draper 

1 

Brick  Makers 

1 

Painter 

... 

1 

Shop  Assistants 

... 

1 

Nil  . 

... 

4 

Window  Cleaners 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

THE  WORK 

OF 

THE 

TUBERCULOSIS  .DISPENSARY. 

The  following  table  as  furnished  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  sets 
out  the  work  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary  during  the  year. 

From  this  and  other  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  126  males,  123 

females  and  209  children  under  the  age  of  13,  a  total  of  458,  were 

examined  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  as  against  660  in  1926.  Of 

that  number  15  males,  18  females  and  51  children  were  examined  as 
being  contacts  of  known  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


Of  the  total,  53  males,  55  females  and  126  children  were 
considered  after  careful  and  in  some  cases  prolonged  observation  and 
repeated  examination  to  be  non-tuberculous. 


3,798  attendances  were  made  by  patients  at  the  Dispensary  during 
the  year,  an  average  weekly  attendance  of  73. 


TABLE  VI. 


Showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensary  during  the  year  1927. 


Pulmonary 

Non 

-PULMONARY 

Total 

Diagnosis  - 

Adults 

Children 

Ad 

nils 

Children 

i  Adults 

Children 

M. 

1  F‘ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A—  N ew  Cases  examined  during 
the  year- (excluding  contacts) : 
[a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

63 

55 

14 

18 

2 

4 

16 

14 

65 

59 

30 

32 

(fr)  Doubtfully  tuberculous 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

8 

5 

3 

9 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

38 

41 

50 

34 

B — -Con  i  acts  examined  during 
the  year  : — - 

( a )  Definitely  tuberculous 

6 

6 

5 

7 

1 

1 

2 

6 

7 

6 

9 

( b )  Doubtfully  tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

fc)  Non-tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

11 

13 

7 

C — Cases  written  off  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register  as  : 

(a)  Cured 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  confirmed 
or  non-tuberculous  (includ¬ 
ing  cancellation  of  cases 
notified  in  error) 

55 

57 

67 

59 

1 

D — Numbei;  of  Persons  on 
Dispensary  Register  on 
December  31  st : 

(a)  Diagnosis  completed  ... 

210 

178 

70 

121 

18 

10 

52 

53 

228 

188 

122 

174 

( b )  Diagnosis  not  completed 

1 

2. 

. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

TABLE  VII.-  (a)  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Annual  Return  showing  in  summary  form  the  condition  of  all  Patients  whose  case  records  are  in  the 
possession  of  the  Dispensary  (or  Dispensaries)  at  the  end  of  1927,  arranged  according  to  the  years  in  which 
the  patients  first  came  under  Public  Medical  Treatment  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  their  classification 
as  shown  on  Form  A. 


Previous  to 

1926. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

Condition  at  the  time  of 
the  last  record  made 
during  the  year  to  which 
the  Return  relates. 

72 

3 

3 

• 

Class  T.B.  plus. 

72 

3 

3 

Class  T.B.  plus. 

c n 

3 

3 

Class  T. 

B.  plus. 

72 

3 

3 

Class  T.B.  plus 

72 

3 

3 

Class  T.B.  plus 

Class  T.B.  m 

Group.  1 . 

Group.  2. 

- 

Group  3. 

Total  (Class 

T.B.  plus). 

Class  T.B.  m: 

Group  1 . 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Total  (Class 

T.B.  plus) 

Class  T.B.  mi 

Group  1 . 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Total  (Class  . 

T.B.  plus). 

Class  T.  B.  m 

Group  1. 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Total  (Class 

T.B.  plus) 

Class  T.B.  mi 

Group  1. 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Total  (Class 

T,B.  plus) 

Adults. 

M 

Discharged 
as  cured. 

F 

— 

2  3 

M 

i 

£  u 

O 

F 

- 

• 

c n 

■+-i 

3 

M 

21 

6 

— 

— 

6 

6 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

w 

> 

HH 

►J 

Disease  arrested. 

F 

27 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

-  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

13  . 

—r  cj 

M 

5 

4 

(J  * 

F 

18 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

c/3 

M 

37 

2 

9 

5 

16 

52 

9 

12 

1 

22 

35 

4 

9 

2 

15 

Disease  not 

3 

13 

< 

F 

35 

3 

4 

1 

8 

51 

3 

1 

1 

5 

31 

6 

10 

3 

19 

arrested. 

Child¬ 

ren 

M 

14 

— 

1 

— 

1 

25 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

42 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

26 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Condition  not  ascertained  during 
the  year. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lost  sight  of  or  otherwise  removed 
from  dispensary  register. 

34 

1 

3 

— 

4 

24 

2 

1 

n 

3 

19 

3 

1 

.  1 

1 

2 

3 

8 

6 

TT 

C/J 

-4-1 

M 

13 

4 

10 

8 

22 

4 

3 

7 

9 

5 

DEAD. 

3 

13 

C 

F 

6 

3 

6 

11 

20 

4 

2 

2 

13 

17 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Child¬ 

ren. 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

♦  • 

244 

21 

34 

25 

80 

220 

17 

24 

25 

66 

118 

13 

28 

20 

61 

66 


1  he  Dispensary  has  been  opened  as  formerly  on  each  day  of  the 
week,  an  evening  session  being  held  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
of  the  month.  During  the  year  454  surgical  dressings  were  done  by 
the  Nurses.  Of  the  458  persons  examined  for  the  first  time  during 
the  year,  169  were  insured  persons,  73  of  these  being  considered  not 
to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

No  1  ess  than  129  examinations  or  re-examinations  were  made  on 
behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 


Extent  of  Tuberculosis  in  Walsall. 

During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  the  Tuberculosis  Register  has  been  carefully  revised  and 
the  names  of  all  patients  who  have  given  satisfactory  evidence  of  complete 
recovery  from  the  disease,  have  been  removed.  In  the  following  table, 
details  are  given  of  the  distribution  of  the  disease  throughout  the  various 
wards.  Prom  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  1,169  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  324  cases  of  other  forms  of  the  disease  in 
the  Borough. 

TABLE  VIII. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary. 

Grand 

Males 

Females 

Total. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

T  otal. 

1  Bloxwich  ... 

50 

47 

97 

27 

10 

37 

134 

I  Leamore 

79 

85 

164 

27 

24 

51 

215 

1  Birchills 

103 

106 

209 

10 

38 

48 

257 

IS 

j|  Hatherton  .. 

50 

50 

100 

15 

12 

27 

127 

I|  Paddock 

52 

57 

109 

18 

15 

33 

142 

•t  Bridge 

51 

33 

84 

16 

12 

28 

112 

4  Pleck 

107 

100 

207 

21 

14 

35 

242 

1  Caldmore  ... 

106 

93 

199 

35 

30 

65 

264 

Li]  — - - - - 

1169 

324 

1493 

Domiciliary  Treatment. 

During  the  year  271  patients  received  this  form  of  treatment  from 
their  own  Medical  Attendants,  and  466  quarterly  reports  were  received 
from  them  as  to  their  physical  condition  and  progress  of  the  patients 
under  their  care. 
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Extra  Nourishment. 

27  patients  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
were  supplied  with  extra  nourishment  chiefly  in  the  form  of  milk,  at  a 
total  cost  of  approximately  £100.  The  Civic  Guild  of  Help  have 
again  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  Tuberculosis  After  Care 
Committee  in  carrying  out  any  necessary  investigations  as  to  the  financial 
circumstances  of  patients. 


Surgical  Tuberculosis. 

On  the  1st  of  January  1927,  there  were  7  children  under  treat¬ 
ment  for  surgical  tuberculosis,  2  cases  of  Hip  Disease  at  St.  Gerard’s 
Hospital,  1  case  of  Spinal  Disease  and  1  case  of  Hip  Disease  at  the 
Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  3  cases  of  Hip  Disease  at  the 
Woodlands. 


During  the  year  4  children  suffering  from  Tuberculous  Disease 
of  the  Hip,  1  with  Tuberculous  Disease  of  the  Spine,  and  1  with 
Tuberculous  Disease  of  the  Knee  together  with  1  adult  suffering  from 
Hip  Disease  were  admitted  to  the  Birmingham  Cripples’  Union  Hospitals. 
5  children  with  Hip  Disease  and  1  with  Spinal  Disease  were  discharged 
during  the  year  with  their  disease  arrested.  One  case  of  Spinal  1  uber- 
culosis  was  fatal. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  6  children  and  1  adult  remained  under 
treatment,  1  at  the  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  2  at  St  Gerard’s 
Hospital,  and  1  adult  and  3  children  at  the  hospitals  under  the  control 
of  the  Birmingham  Royal  Cripples’  Union. 


All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  Bones  or  forms  requiring  expert 
opinion  are  now  examined  by  the  Surgeon  Specialist  at  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic,  established  by  the  Education  Committee  at  their  School  Clinic, 
Bradford  Street,  and  all  necessary  supervision  and  after  care  treatment 
of  these  cases  is  carried  out  by  the  Staff  there.  During  the  year  272 
attendances  were  made  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  by  22  tuberculous 
patients. 
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TABLE  IX. 


Sex  and  ages  constitution  of  all  persons  applying  for  advice  of 
treatment,  with  results  of  examination. 


Age  Groups 

0  5 

5-10 

IQ- 

15 

15- 

20 

20 

25 

25- 

35 

35 

45 

45- 

55 

Ab. 

55 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

M 

1 

9 

10 

8 

8 

24 

| 

14 

11 

4 

89 

(Definite) 

F 

1 

16 

11 

9 

22 

15 

4 

6 

6 

90 

Pulmonary 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(Suspected) 

F 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Other  forms 

M 

F 

4 

5 

10 

6 

3 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

20 

21 

Non -Tuberculous 

M 

14 

31 

22 

5 

11 

7 

21 

9 

2 

122 

F 

11 

23 

25 

5 

13 

22 

11 

4 

2 

116 

TABLE  X. 


In  the  following  Table  an  analysis  of  the  occupation 
patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  is  given. 


of  the  1 82 


At  or  under  School  age 
Automatic  Feeders 
Agricultural  Workers 
Bricklayers 
Bottle  Washers  ... 

Bakers 

Blacksmith  Strikers 
Blade  Forgers  ... 

Boot  Repairers  ... 
Barmaids 

Commercial  Travellers 

Clerks 

Carters 

Coremakers 

Curriers 

Drillers 

Domestic  Servants 
Engineering  Workers 
Electrical  Switch  Makers 
File  Cutters 
Leather  Workers 


76  Glove  Cutters  ... 

1  Housewives 

1  Ironworkers 

1  Labourers 

1  Lacquerers 

1  Moppers  and  Bobbers 

1  Miners 

1  Plasterers 

1  Polishers 

2  Postal  Workers 

1  Press  Workers 

2  Police  Constables 

1  Salesmen 

1  Synthetic  Moulders 

2  Stone  Masons  ... 

1  Travellers’  Collectors 

1  Tailoresses 

1  Teachers 

1  Tool  Grinders  ... 

1  Tool  Makers  ... 

7  Warehouse  Hands 


1 

29 

8 

8 


2 


2 


3 
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Home  Visits. 

During  the  year  the  Nurses  paid  207  first  visits  and  3,244  re¬ 
visits  to  the  houses  of  patients.  As  in  former  years,  many  bad  cases 
of  overcrowding  have  been  met  -with,  when  more  adequate  housing 
accomodation  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  for  the  majority  of  our  patients, 
it  requires  a  good  deal  of  ingenuity  to  devise  ways  and  means  whereby 
the  patient,  at  least  may  have  more  suitable  sleeping  accomodation. 

In  only  43  cases  were  patients,  when  first  visited,  found  to  have 
a  separate  bedroom,  in  39  others  a  separate  bed  was  provided,  the  room 
being  shared  by  others  in  125  cases. 


In  1  1  of  the  houses  visited  there  was  no  through  ventilation,  in 
26  houses  the  lighting  was  described  as  being  unsatisfactory.  In  13 
cases,  the  homes  were  described  as  being  very  dirty  and  a  report  was 
accordingly  made  to  the  Sanitary  Authorities. 


Laboratory  Examinations. 

During  the  year  the  following  examinations  for  the  presence  or 
absence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  made  at  the  Dispensary  :  — 

Positive.  Negative. 

Sputum  ...  ...  ...  99  249 

Pus,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  3  10 

Institutional  Treatment. 

In  the  following  tables,  as  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
are  given  details  of  all  patients  belonging  to  Walsall  who  have  received 
Institutional  Treatment  under  the  Local  Tuberculosis  Scheme,  whether 
at  Pel  sail  Sanatorium  or  at  any  other  Institution  to  which  they  have  been 
sent  by  the  Local  Authority. 


From  Table  XI,  it  will  be  seen  that  an  average  number  of  46 
beds  have  been  available  for  Walsall  patients  and  that  105  patients 
were  admitted  to  these  beds  during  the  year,  91  being  discharged  and 
12  having  a  fatal  termination. 
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TABLE  XL— RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

A.  Average  Number  of  Beds  available  for  patients  during  the  year  1927. 


Observa¬ 

tion. 

Pulr 

Tuber 

nonary 

culosis. 

Non-Pul 

Tuberc 

monary 

ulosis. 

Total. 

s'  ‘Sana¬ 
torium” 
Beds. 

“Hospital” 

Beds. 

Disease  of 
Bones  and 
Joints. 

Other 

Conditions 

Adult  Males 

1 

13 

4 

1 

— 

19 

Adult  Females 

1 

10 

2 

— 

— 

13 

Children  under  15 

— 

6 

— 

7 

1 

14 

Total 

2 

29 

6 

8 

1 

46 

RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 


B.  Return  showing  the  Extent  of  Residential  Treatment  during  the  year  1927 


In 

Institutions 
on  Jan.  1. 

Admitted 
during  the 
year. 

Dis¬ 
charged 
during  the 
year. 

Died 
in  the 
Institut¬ 
ions. 

In  Institut¬ 
ions 

on  Dec.  31 . 

r 

U 

|  Adults. 

M. 

18 

42 

41 

6 

13 

dumber  of  Patients-: 

F. 

6 

42 

36 

5 

7 

Children 

M. 

6 

6 

6 

1 

5 

F. 

5 

11 

12 

— 

4 

i  lumber  of  Observa- j 
i]  tion  Cases 

| 

| 

r 

V 

Adults. 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Children. 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

3 

1 

— 

2 
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Nursing  of  Acute  or  Bedridden  Patients. 

During  the  year  the  District  Nurses  from  the  Victoria  Nursing 
Institution  have  continued  to  give  the  necessary  attention  to  all  the  Tuber¬ 
culous  cases  referred  to  them  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  The 
arrangement  which  came  into  operation  in  1923,  has  been  found  in 
practice  to  be  a  most  excellent  one,  the  visits  of  skilled  nurses  to  the 
homes  of  the  patients  have  been  much  appreciated,  having  added 
greatly  to  the  comfort  of  bedridden  patients  during  an  acute  stage  of 
their  illness  or  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  life. 

The  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Victoria  Nursing  Institution  sends 
the  following  :  — 

I  have  to  report  to  you  that  excellent  work  has  been  done  in 
co-operation  with  the  Health  Committee  of  the  T  own  Council  in  combating 
Tuberculosis,  and  the  following  particulars  deal  with  this  section  only. 
During  the  year  ending  December  31st  1927,  79  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
were  dealt  with. 

The  numbers  are  as  follows  : 

Brought  forward  from  1926 
New  cases 

T  otal  ...  ...  ... 

* 

Of  these  6  recovered,  the  visits  of  19  others  were  discontinued 
33  have  died,  6  have  been  admitted  to  Hospital  or  Sanatoria,  and 
there  are  13  remaining  on  the  books. 

There  have  been  several  repeat  cases. 

A  total  number  of  3,271  visits  have  been  paid  to  these  cases 
during  the  year. 

Appliances  have  been  loaned  out  as  follows  :  — 

Large  Water  or  Air  Beds,  7,  Air  Rings,  38,  Back  Rests,  23,  Mackintosh 
Sheets,  21,  Nursing  Utensils,  39,  Spinal  Carriages,  12,  Bath  Chairs,  2. 

Surgical  dressings  have  been  done  in  33  cases,  dressings  supplied 
in  most. 


8 
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Nourishment  from  our  Sick  Relief  Fund  has  been  given  in  a 
great  number  of  cases. 

Bed  and  personal  clothing  have  been  given  to  many.  All 
patients  who  are  unable  to  do  so  for  themselves  are  blanket  bathed  once 
weeky,  and  in  addition  are  washed  daily,  the  head,  back,  and  heels, 
and  all  dependent  parts  attended  to,  and  the  mouth  also  cleansed  daily. 

Many  of  our  patients  are  in  such  an  advanced  condition  that  they 
need  the  gentlest  care  and  handling,  which  means  longer  time  devoted 
to  them,  than  to  others  less  ill. 

To  give  two  examples  of  our  cases  :  — 

K.  M.  aged  12  years.  First  visited  October  28th.  Pneumonia  -  History 
of  Haemoptysis  some  time  before.  Tubercle  Bacilli  found  in  sputum. 
General  attention,  cleansed  mouth,  bed  bathed,  kept  chart,  gave  sick 
relief  from  our  Nourishment  Fund.  Discontinued  December  28th. 
Temperature,  Pulse,  Respiration  normal.  Visits  71. 

T.  J.  age  9  years.  Tubercular  Spine.  Kept  in  frame  and  spinal 
carriage.  Blanket  bathed  daily,  dependent  parts  attended  to,  frame 
re-adjusted.  Free  from  sores  all  the  time.  First  attended  May,  1925. 
Discontinued  May,  1927,  cured.  Visits  650.  Now  attending  school. 

PELSALL  HALL  SANATORIUM. 

On  January  1st,  1927  there  were  18  males,  6  females  and  4 
children  under  the  age  of  15  under  treatment. 

During  the  year  42  males,  43  females  and  13  children  were 
admitted,  and  40  males,  38  females  and  12  children  discharged. 

There  were  12  deaths,  7  males  and  5  females.  In  24  of  the  male 
and  26  of  the  female  patients,  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  found  in  the  sputum. 

4  Ex-servicemen,  chargeable  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  received 
treatment  at  the  Sanatorium  during  the  year. 

Of  the  total  admissions  15  had  previously  had  a  course  of  Sana¬ 
torium  treatment,  14  were  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease,  43  were 
early  cases,  37  were  intermediate  cases  and  4  were  admitted  for  purposes 
of  observation. 
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Excluding  children  under  the  age  of  16,  21  patients  (  2  males  and 
19  females  )  did  not  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Insurance 
Act. 

TABLE  XIII. 


i 

In  Residence 
January  1  st, 

1927. 

Admitted 

during 

Year. 

Discharged 

during 

Year. 

Died. 

Remaining 
Dec.  31  st. 

1927. 

Sputum 

M 

10 

24 

21 

6 

7 

Positive 

F 

4 

26 

20 

5 

6 

Sputum 

M 

8 

18 

20 

, . 

6 

Negative 

F 

6 

27 

27 

6 

After  observation,  1  female  and  1  child  were  considered  not  to 
to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

TABLE  XIV. 

Immediate  Result  on  Discharge. 


Disease 

Very  much 

Improved 

No  Improvement. 

Quiescent. 

improved. 

Sputum  Positive 

M 

F 

1 

5 

3 

6 

6 

9 

11 

Sputum  Negative 

M 

F 

6 

1 

11 

20 

i 

3 

4 

2 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  extensive  alterations  were  made 
to  the  kitchens  at  the  Sanatorium.  These  were  entirely  remodelled  and 
modernised,  the  results  adding  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  the  Domestic  Staff. 

TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  this  Committee  has  gone  on  as 
formerly,  well  attended  meetings  being  held  monthly,  the  members  taking 
a  keen  interest  in  the  work,  keeping  the  old  patients  under  observation 
by  paying  friendly  visits  to  their  homes  and  reporting  the  results  of  their 
visits  at  the  monthly  meetings. 


; 
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For  the  information  of  other  bodies  who  were  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Tuberculosis  After  Care  Committee,  the  following  report 
was  drawn  up  and  circulated  :  — 

1 .  A  Committee  for  the  After  Care  of  Tuberculous  persons  was 
originally  formed  in  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall  in  1916.  It 
was  reconstituted  early  in  1919,  the  Local  Government  Board 
approving  of  the  scheme  as  set  out,  in  April  of  that  year. 

2.  The  functions  of  the  reconstituted  Committee  are  as  follows  :  — 

(a)  To  secure  that  Tuberculous  patients  shall  receive  such  extra 

assistance  in  the  form  of  additional  food,  change  of  air,  clothing, 
better  home  conditions,  more  suitable  occupation,  etc.,  and  such 
advice  and  supervision  as  may  be  needed  to  enable  them  to 

combat  the  disease  and  to  benefit  to  the  fullest  extent  from  the 

treatment  provided  under  the  local  scheme  for  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis. 

( b )  To  provide  assistance  for  the  families  of  patients  who  are 

under  treatment  in  residential  institutions. 

(c)  To  provide  training  (other  than  training  which  is  given  as  part 
of  treatment  in  a  residential  institution)  for  the  suitable  employ¬ 
ment  of  Tuberculous  persons  in  cases  where  a  change  of 
occupation  is  desirable. 

(d)  To  secure  the  linking  up  of  all  available  agencies  for  the 

purposes  above  mentioned. 

(e)  To  obtain  voluntary  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  carrying 
on  the  work  of  the  Committee. 


3.  Three  representatives  are  nominated  by  the  Town  Council,  two  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  three  by  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Committee,  two  by  the  Walsall  Branch  of  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers,  one  each  by  the  Walsall  Friendly  Societies  Council, 
Walsall  Trades  and  Labour  Council,  Walsall  Employment  Exchange, 
Walsall  Children’s  Country  Holiday  Fund  Committee,  Walsall 
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Branch  British  Legion,  Walsall  Education  Committee,  Walsall  and 
District  War  Pensions  Committee,  Local  Representative  Committee 
National  Relief  Fund,  Walsall  General  Hospital,  Walsall  Victoria 
Nursing  Institution,  Walsall  Civic  Guild  of  Help,  Walsall  Winter 
Convalescent  Fund  Committee,  and  Local  Branch  British  Red  Cross 
Society. 

4.  The  Mayor,  Town  Clerk,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer  together  with  the  Clerk  of  the  National  Health 
Insurance  Committee  and  Senior  Tuberculosis  Nurse  are  ex-officio 
members  of  the  Committee. 

5.  In  addition  to  the  members  appointed  as  in  paragraph  3,  the  Town 
Council  may  appoint  not  more  than  6  members  specially  qualified 
to  serve  on  the  Committee  by  reason  of  their  experience. 

6.  All  the  members  of  the  Committee  are  appointed  in  the  first  place 
for  a  term  of  three  years  but  are  eligible  for  re-appointment. 

7.  In  cases  of  urgency  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  conjunction  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  power  to  act  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  reporting  any  such  action  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Committee. 

8.  In  1921  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  obtained  to 
the  Walsall  .Civic  Guild  of  Help  carrying  out  the  investigation  of 
tuberculous  cases  requiring  material  assistance  under  the  scheme  on 
behalf  of  the  Care  Committee  subject  to  the  following  conditions  :  — 

(1)  Cases  of  applicants  to  the  Care  Committee  for  assistance  shall 
not  be  referred  to  the  Guild  of  Help  for  investigation  without 
the  applicant’ s  consent. 

(2)  The  character  and  extent  of  the  assistance  to  be  provided 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Care  Committee  in  consultation  with 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

9.  All  cases  receiving  extra  nourishment  under  Memo  31 /T,  are 
notified  to  the  Care  Committee  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

10.  The  scale  of  income  adopted  and  which  has  been  approved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  is  on  similar  lines  to  that  adopted  by  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  but  on  rather  a  higher  scale. 
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1  I .  Notwithstanding  this  scale  of  income  extra  nourishment  is  primarily 
available  for  those  patients  in  whose  cases  it  would  on  medical 
grounds  prove  most  effective  in  promoting  treatment. 

12.  A  report  on  the  work  of  the  Committee  is  submitted  to  the  Town 
Council  each  quarter,  and  an  annual  report  is  submitted  both  to 
the  Town  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  each  year. 

13.  The  following  are  illustrations  of  the  type  of  work  which  the 
Committee  is  doing. 

(a)  The  work  obtained  under  the  Baths  and  Parks  Committee  of 
the  Town  Council  for  tuberculous  ex-servicemen  after  their 
discharge  from  the  Sanatorium. 

(b)  Insurance  Stamps  purchased  to  make  up  arrears  and  so  enable 
patients  to  obtain  disablement  benefit. 

(c)  Financial  help  given  to  enable  patients  to  make  a  more  prolonged 
stay  at  Sanatoria  and  to  enable  patients  (including  children)  to 
go  to  Sanatoria  in  other  parts  of  the  country  when  recommended 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

( d )  Suitable  children  recommended  to  the  Poor  Children’s  Country 
Holiday  Fund  Committee  and  the  Parents’  contribution  found 
to  enable  these  children  to  have  a  holiday  of  two  weeks  up¬ 
wards  in  the  country. 

(e)  Warm  clothing  provided  for  patients  recommended  for  San¬ 
atorium  Treatment. 

(/)  Part  of  the  cost  of  building  a  workshop  found  in  order  that  a 
patient  might  carry  on  his  trade  under  suitable  conditions  in 
his  own  garden. 

(g)  A  Bath  Chair  and  a  Spinal  Carriage  provided  for  the  use  of 
patients. 

(h)  Extra  nourishment  provided  to  supplement  that  allowed  by  the 
Town  Council,  or  to  cases  not  coming  under  the  Town  Council’s 
Scheme  and  who  are  not  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  Relief. 
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The  income  has  been  approximately  £50,  and  the  expenditure 
£36,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  £67. 

60  cases  have  received  help  during  the  year,  either  in  the  form 
of  money  grants  or  by  the  provision  of  clothing  or  extra  nourishment. 
In  addition  52  cases  have  been  considered  by  the  Committee,  and  help 
has  been  obtained  through  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help,  from  Ex-Servicemen’s 
Funds  and  other  Local  Funds. 

Christmas  Parcels  were  sent  by  the  Committee  to  38  deserving 
cases  and  gifts  of  clothing  were  made  to  many  other  cases. 

Grants  of  money  were  made  from  the  funds  in  4  other  cases  at 
a  cost  of  £12,  boots  were  provided  for  2  children,  one  child  was  sent 
to  a  Convalescent  F5ome  at  Rhyl  and  one  adult  to  Bournemouth. 

The  Guild  of  Help  continues,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  to  carry  out  the  work  of  investigation  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
and  to  report  to  the  Committee  at  their  monthly  meetings.  We  are 
indebted  to  the  Honorary  Registrar  (Miss  Elliot)  and  to  the  Secretary 
(Miss  Preston)  for  the  valuable  assistance  they  have  given  to  the  Committee. 
393  reports  have  been  submitted  by  the  Guild  during  the  year,  and  465 
visits  have  been  paid  by  them  to  the  homes  of  the  patients. 

The  After-Care  Committee  continue  to  subscribe  a  sum  of  £2  2s. 
annually  to  the  Royal  Cripples’  Hospital,  Birmingham. 


JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK, 


Tuberculosis  Officer. 


G.  A.  COTTERELL, 


Secretary  Tuberculosis  After  Care  Committee. 


September,  1927. 
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WALSALL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1927. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Report  of  the  work  of  the  School 
Medical  Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  3927. 

1.  STAFF. 

The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who 
is  also  School  Medical  Officer,  and  two  Assistant  Medical  Officers  who 
devote  part  of  their  time  to  School  Medical  Work.  Owing  to  the 
epidemic  of  Diphtheria  in  October  and  the  consequent  increased  work 
which  devolved  upon  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  some  temporary 
alterations  were  made  in  the  work  of  the  Medical  Staff.  A  temporary 
lady  Assistant  Medical  Officer  was  appointed  to  the  Staff  of  the  Health 
Department,  and  she  has  given  the  greater  part  of  her  time  to  the  School 
Medical  Service. 

The  DENTAL  Staff  consists  of  one  whole  time  Dental  Surgeon. 

The  NURSING  Staff  consists  of  ten  health  visitors,  to  each  of 
whom  is  allotted  a  district  in  which  they  are  responsible  for  every  aspect 
of  health  visiting  under  the  Education,  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committees. 

In  addition,  one  nurse  is  attached  to  the  Dental  Clinic,  and 
attends  the  schools  during  the  routine  Dental  Inspections,  and  two  nurses 
are  attached  to  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  one  being  responsible  for 
the  Central  Clinic,  Bradford  Street  and  the  other  for  the  branch  clinics 
at  Littleton  Street  and  Field  Road. 

A  whole  time  Masseuse  is  now  attached  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic,  being  seconded  from  the  Birmingham  Cripples  Union. 
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2.  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  1927  there  were  in  Walsall  :  — 

(a)  15  provided  Schools  with  33  Departments. 

(b)  12  non-provided  Schools  with  23  Departments. 

(c)  1  Central  School  with  one  Department. 

(d)  5  Senior  Schools. 

(e)  1  Open  Air  Day  School  for  delicate  children. 

(j)  1  he  Beacon  Residential  School,  Lichheld,  for  mentally 

defective  children. 


The  number  of  children  on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1927, 
was  17,064,  and  the  average  attendance  during  the  year  was  15,446. 

"V 

3.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

1  he  unsatisfactory  lighting  and  ventilation  in  certain  Schools  have 
been  brought  to  your  notice  in  previous  reports,  and  during  the  year  a 
joint  report  by  the  Director  of  Education,  the  Borough  Engineer,  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  was  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
The  recommendations  contained  therein,  when  carried  out,  will  have  the 
effect  of  considerably  improving  both  the  lighting  and  the  ventilation 
in  these  Schools. ' 


Further  attention,  however,  might  be  given  to  the  more  frequent 
and  regular  cleaning  of  the  School  windows.  In  certain  Schools  the 
classrooms  are  deprived  of  much  daylight  due  to  the  dirty  state  of  the 
windows. 


Special  reports  have  also  been  submitted  on  the  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  at  Hillary  Street,  Elmore  Green,  and  St.  Patrick’s  Schools.  The 
closets  at  these  Schools  are  of  the  trough  pattern,  the  troughs  being  of 
such  a  diameter  that  they  are  not  self  cleansing,  adhesions  of  offensive 
matter  forming  readily.  I  he  urinals  at  these  Schools  are  such  as  to  permit 
of  soakage  and  adhesions  readily  form  on  the  walls.  It  is  hoped  that 
considerable  improvements  will  be  made  on  these  during  the  year. 
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4.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year,  5,691  children  were  examined  as  routine  inspect¬ 
ions  as  follows  :  — 

Children  admitted  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  ...  2,416 

Children  comprising  the  intermediate  group  ...  ...  1,525 

Children  of  the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen  ...  ...  1,750 


Total  ...  5,691 


as  against  5,148  in  1926.  657  children  have  been  re-inspected  as 

against  1,100.  On  the  other  hand,  5,623  Special  Inspections  have  been 
made  as  against  3,429.  Owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  work,  it  was 
not  found  possible  to  examine  all  the  children  in  the  three  code  groups 
during  the  year,  a  certain  number  of  entrants  not  being  examined  until 
January,  1928. 


5.  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS  AND  TEACHERS. 

Parents  are  invited  to  attend  the  routine  medical  inspections  and 
the  Medical  Officers  welcome  the  opportunity  it  gives  them  of  being 
able  to  impress  upon  the  parents  that  School  Medical  work  is  essentially 
preventive  work,  the  object  being  to  detect  the  early  signs  of  oncoming 
disease,  or  the  after  effects  of  any  recent  illness.  As  however  20  per 
cent,  of  the  children  examined  for  the  first  time  on  their  admission 
to  school  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  Medical  treatment,  it  is  clear  that 
we  do  not  see  the  beginnings  of  many  constitutional  diseases,  and  the 
need  for  the  more  thorough  supervision  of  children  between  the  ages  of 
two  and  five  years,  becomes  apparent.  I  regret  to  record,  however,  for 
the  first  time  in  my  experience  as  School  Medical  Officer,  that  the  parents 
of  three  children  objected  to  their  children  being  medically  examined, 
no  reason  being  given  other  than  “  Mr.  A.  did  not  want  his  child  ex¬ 
amined.”  In  two  instances  the  children  had  been  examined  on  previous 
occasions,  and  it  is  particularly  difficult  in  these  cases  to  understand  the 
attitude  that  these  parents  take  up,  as  they  are  always  invited  to  be  present 
at  the  inspections. 


I  have  again  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  close  and  cordial 
co-operation  between  the  Teachers,  School  Attendance  Officers,  and  the 
School  Medical  Staff. 
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6.  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

As  the  result  of  the  routine  inspections,  1 ,485  children  out  of  a 
total  of  5,691,  or  26.09  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  defects 
which  required  treatment.  Details  of  the  defects  will  be  found  in  the 
Statistical  Tables.  Each  code  group  with  the  exception  of  the  4‘  leavers 
shows  an  improvement  over  the  previous  year.  20  per  cent,  of  entrants 
were  found  defective  as  against  24  per  cent,  22  per  cent,  of  the  inter¬ 
mediates  as  against  34  per  cent.,  and  36  per  cent,  of  leavers  as  against 
31  per  cent. 

Amongst  the  more  serious  defects  found,  defective  vision  again 
heads  the  list,  389  children  being  found  to  require  treatment  for  this 
complaint. 

Enlarged  tonsils,  or  adenoids  or  both,  were  found  in  189  cases. 
There  were  21  1  cases  of  Bronchitis,  and  141  cases  of  physical  deformity. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  I  personally  examined  a  large  number 
of  children  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  whether  there  was  any  real 
evidence  of  suffering  due  to  lack  of  food.  The  children  were  picked  out 
by  the  teachers  who  knew  the  home  circumstances,  and  although  the 
most  poorly  nourished  and  most  poorly  clad  children  were  put  forward 
for  examination,  1  was  unable  to  find  any  case  where  the  child  was 
suffering  as  a  result  of  insufficient  food. 

• 

7.  FOLLOWING  UP. 

Immediately  after  each  medical  inspection  at  a  school,  information 
is  sent  to  the  parents  of  children  requiring  medical  attention,  and  where 
necessary  this  is  followed  up  by  a  visit  to  the  house  by  a  health  visitor. 

During  the  year,  the  health  visitors  spent  308  half  days  at  medical 
inspections  in  the  schools,  and  afterwards  paid  1,710  visits  to  children 
in  their  own  homes.  In  addition,  519  half  days  were  spent  in  the  schools 
for  cleanliness  survey  purposes,  42,405  children  being  examined. 
2,058  individual  children  were  found  to  be  unclean,  and  1 ,982  notes 
were  sent  to  parents  in  respect  of  these  children.  These  figures  indicate  that 
4.8  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined  as  against  8  per  cent,  in  the 
previous  year  were  found  to  show  in  some  degree  verminous  conditions 
of  the  head  or  body. 
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No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  in  connection 

with  such  cases  either  under  the  Education  Act  1921,  or  under  the 

School  Attendance  Bye-Laws. 

8.  THE  SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

Minor  ailments  constitute  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases 
attending  the  School  Clinics,  and  during  the  year,  18,384  attendances 
were  made  at  Bradford  Street,  1,823  at  Littleton  Street,  and  6,816  at 
Lield  Road  Clinics,  as  against  25,941  attendances  at  Bradford  Street 
and  6,494  at  Lield  Road  during  1926. 

To  obviate  the  very  great  overcrowding  which  has  taken  place 

in  the  past  at  the  Central  Clinic,  Bradford  Street,  an  additional  clinic 

was  opened  at  Littleton  Street,  immediately  after  the  summer  holidays, 
and  arrangements  made  for  children  attending  North  Walsall,  St.  Patrick’s, 
Croft  Street,  St.  Peter’s,  St.  Andrew’s,  Centenary,  Butts  and  Wisemore 
Schools,  to  have  their  minor  ailments  attended  to  at  Littleton  Street 
Clinic. 

These  re-arrangements  helped  to  some  extent  to  relieve  the  congestion 
at  the  Bradford  Street  Clinic,  although,  owing  to  the  limited  waiting 
room  accommodation  at  Bradford  Street,  there  is  still  much  congestion, 
particularly  on  Doctor’s  day. 

During  the  last  two  months  of  the  year,  an  additional  half  day 
per  week  was  set  aside  for  eye  examinations,  there  being  considerable 
arrears  of  this  work. 

9.  CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. 

The  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  in 
Walsall,  having  received  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Education  towards 
the  end  of  1926,  the  old  Board  Room  at  Bradford  Street  was  converted 
into  an  Orthopaedic  Department.  The  clinic  now  consists  of  :  — 

(1)  An  examination  room. 

(2)  A  splint  and  plaster  room. 

(3)  A  massage  and  electrical  room. 

The  work  of  the  clinic  has  expanded  so  much  that  the  masseuse 
in  charge  of  this  department,  gives  the  whole  of  her  time  to  the  Walsall 
Clinic. 
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In  addition,  two  specially  qualified  nurses  spend  one  half  day  per 
week  in  Walsall  for  after  care  purposes,  adjusting  splints,  replacing 
plaster,  dressings,  and  so  on.  The  Surgeon  in  charge,  Mr.  Percival 
Mills,  F.R.C.S.  visits  the  clinic  once  monthly,  and  sees  all  cases  referred 
to  him. 


During  the  year,  184  tases  were  examined  by  the  Surgeon 
Specialist  (113  Education,  22  1  uberculosis,  and  49  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  cases),  and  1,108  attendances  were  made  by  these  patients  for 
treatment. 


The  following  is  an  analysis 

of  the  cases  seen  :  — 

Paralysis 

. 57 

Rickets 

. 23 

Congenital  Deformities 

. 34 

Tuberculosis 

. 22 

Acquired  Foot  Deformities 

.  18 

Postural  Deformities 

.  14 

Other  cases 

.  16 

Total  184 

cases 


J  f 


Five  cases  were  discharged  from  treatment  during  the  year. 


At  the  massage  clinic,  52  cases  were  dealt  with  (Education  39, 
Tuberculosis  2,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  cases  II),  these  cases 
making  851  attendances  for  treatment. 

The  cases  dealt  with  included  :  — 


Scoliosis 

Infantile  Hemiplegia 
Anterior  Polomgelitis 
Flat  feet 
Birth  palsy 

Rickets,  Diplegia,  Congenital  talipes,  T.B.  Hip. 
Other  conditions 


1 2  cases 

9  „ 

8  „ 

6  ,, 

3  „ 

2  each 
9  cases 


Five  cases  were  discharged  from  treatment  during  the  year. 
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Mr.  Mills,  F.R.C.S.  sends  the  following  interesting  observations 
on  the  work  of  the  clinic  during  the  past  year  :  — 

If  any  evidence  were  required  for  the  need  for  an  Orthopaedic 
clinic  in  Walsall,  it  would  be  supplied  at  once  by  the  results  of  the  first 
year’s  working.  In  this  period  ,184  crippled  children  have  been  hunted 
out  and  put  in  the  way  of  becoming  useful  and  wage  earning  members 
of  society.  Many  of  these  had  been  treated  at  other  hospitals  in 
Birmingham  or  elsewhere,  but  could  not  afford  the  expense  necessary 
for  repeated  journeys  to  a  distant  town  for  the  prolonged  after  treatment 
which  was  necessary.  It  has  been  a  frequent  experience  in  the  past  of 
one  operating  on  such  cases  in  Birmingham  hospitals,  to  find  that  they 
relapse  owing  to  the  lack  of  suitable  after  treatment  and  supervision. 
This  is  happily  a  thing  of  the  past  in  the  case  of  Walsall.  A  trained 
Orthopaedic  masseuse  attends  from  the  Birmingham  Cripples’  Hospital 
daily,  and  a  surgeon  from  the  hospital  visits  the  Clinic  monthly.  The 
energy  and  enthusiasm  of  Dr.  James  A.  M.  Clark,  M.  O.  H.,  and  Dr. 
L.  C.  Adam,  School  Medical  Inspector,  ensures  that  no  case  is  over¬ 
looked,  and  that  they  attend  regularly  for  treatment.  The  results  are 
extremely  encouraging  both  in  the  cure  of  actual  deformities,  and  in 
the  general  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  children.  The  great 
need  at  the  present  moment  is  the  improvement  in  the  accommodation 
available  both  for  treatment  and  for  waiting  patients.  To  have  smdh 
children  and  their  parents  waiting  on  the  landing  and  the  stairs,  is  a 
condition  of  affairs  that  cannot  be  defended,  and  one  which  in  winter 
months  may  be  definitely  harmful.’’ 

10.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

NoN-NOTIFIABLE  Disease.  During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
Influenza  was  very  prevalent,  reaching  its  maximum  during  the  last  fort¬ 
night  in  February.  This  was  succeeded  by  an  epidemic  of  Measles 
during  the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  when  530  cases  were  notified  from 
the  Schools.  During  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  123  cases  were 
notified,  and  16  during  the  fourth  quarter  -  a  total  of  669  cases. 

265  cases  of  Chickenpox,  79  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  and  12 
cases  of  Mumps  were  also  notified  from  the  Schools  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever.  119  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  to 
the  Health  Department  during  the  year,  80  in  children  of  school  age. 
The  cases  were  of  a  mild  type  and  complications  were  few. 
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DIPHTHERIA.  344  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  to  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year,  as  against  222  in  1916.  Of  the  total  216 
were  children  of  school  age.  The  increase  in  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  occurred  during  the  last  quarter,  the  disease  after  a  period  of 
quiescence,  breaking  out  again  towards  the  end  of  September,  St. 
Patrick’s  R.  C.,  Croft  Street,  and  Wisemore  School  being  principally 
affected.  Daily  visits  were  paid  to  these  schools  by  the  health  visitors 
and  members  of  the  medical  staff  also  paid  frequent  visits  with  the  object 
of  doing  everything  possible  to  limit  this  spread  of  the  disease. 

Diphtheria  has  been  more  or  less  endemic  in  Walsall  during  the 
past  three  years,  and  in  order  that  parents  might  have  the  opportunity 
of  having  their  children  protected  against  the  disease  facilities  have 
been  afforded  them  of  having  their  children  immunised  at  the  Welfare 
Centres.  The  response,  however,  has  not  been  very  gratifying  and  less 
than  200  children  had,  prior  to  November  last  been  immunised. 

It  was  agreed  with  the  consent  of  the  Health  and  Education 
Committees  to  conduct  a  campaign  in  the  Schools.  Leaflets  describing 
the  test  were  left  at  the  Schools,  and  with  the  help  of  the  teachers  dis¬ 
tributed,  and  the  consent  of  parents  obtained  to  their  children  being 
schick-tested  and  immunised.  In  the  last  six  weeks  of  the  year  approx¬ 
imately  800  children  in  six  Schools  had  voluntarily  submitted  to  the  test, 
and  the  majority  of  the  re-actors  had  received  a  complete  course  of 
immunising  doses  before  the  end  of  the  year  as  follows  :  — 


Years 

Years 

5— 

10 

10—15 

Adults 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Positive 

101 

77 

133  114 

3 

18 

446 

Negative  ... 

52 

35 

143  142 

12 

19 

403 

Positive 

66.0 

68.7 

48.1  44.5 

20.0 

48.7 

52.5 

Number  Immunised  ... 

91 

76 

125  107 

3 

16 

418 

Arrangements  were  also  made  for  continuing  schick  testing  and 
immunising  in  other  Schools  in  the  Borough  immediately  after  the  Christmas 
vacation. 


The  work  of  Schick  testing  and  the  subsequent  immunisations 
takes  up  a  considerable  amount  of  time  and  causes  a  certain  amount  of 
disorganisation  in  the  routine  work  of  the  Schools  more  particularly  when 
no  side  room  is  available  but  where  a  class-room  has  to  be  cleared  before 
the  work  can  be  carried  out. 


I  am  grateful  to  all  the  teachers  who  have  helped  to  make  the 
work  as  easy  as  possible,  by  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  parents,  by 
filling  up  the  necessary  cards  and  by  having  the  children  marshalled  on 
first  and  subsequent  visits  to  the  Schools. 


Under  the  revised  regulations  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
Certificates  covering  periods  of  low  attendances  at  the  undermentioned 
Schools  were  issued  for  the  following  dates  :  — 


Week  Ending 
Period. 


17th  June,  1927. 
18th  Feb.,  1927. 
18th  Feb.,  1927. 


School. 

Blue  Coat  Infants’ 
St.  Mary’s  Infants’ 
Palfrey  Infants’ 


11.  OPEN  AIR  SCHOOL. 


Reason  for 
low  attendance. 
Measl  es. 
Influenza. 
Influenza. 


This  School  has  now  completed  the  eighth  year  of  its  existence 
and  is  still  fulfilling  a  very  useful  work  as  a  branch  of  the  School  Medical 
Service.  The  necessity  for  a  School  of  this  type  in  Walsall  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  it'  has  been  filled  throughout  the  year  to  the  limit  of  its 
accommodation.  The  effectiveness  of  the  open-air  treatment  is  shown 
by  the  vety  satisfactory  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  scholars,  which 
is  demonstrated  by  their  monthly  weight  records,  and  in  many  other  ways. 


The  children  are  kept  under  close  medical  supervision  by  means 
of  a  monthly  visit  to  the  School  from  Dr.  L.  C.  Adam,  School  Medical 
Inspector,  and  by  a  thorough  medical  examination  at  the  School  Clinic,  once 
every  half  year.  As  a  result  of  these  examinations,  40  children  have  been 
found  fit  to  be  sent  back  to  the  normal  Schools,  and  forty  fresh  cases 
have  been  admitted  during  the  year. 


The  parents  of  the  scholars  continue  to  show  an  appreciative  interest 
in  what  is  being  done  for  their  children,  and  are  most  ready  and  willing 
to  help  the  School  by  any  means  within  their  power. 
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The  regularity  of  attendance  (91  per  cent,  for  the  year)  has  been 
very  commendable  in  view  of  the  rigorous  weather  conditions  that  have 
to  be  faced  during  the  winter  months. 

Special  mention  must  be  made  of  an  improvement  effected  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Baths  and  Parks  Committee,  whereby  the  area  of  the 
enclosure  surrounding  the  School  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of 
approximately  1,000  square  yards.  This  extension  has  been  carried  out 
in  order  to  obviate  the  interference  with  School  routine  occasioned  by  the 
close  proximity  of  on-lookers.  Further  it  has  now  become  possible 
to  develop  a  garden  close  to  the  School  Building  where  it  can  be  tended 
and  observed  daily  by  the  scholars.  The  planning  of  rock  gardens  and 
flower  borders  has  given  the  children  much  pleasure  while  the  brightened 
aspect  of  the  School  outlook  will  certainly  have  a  beneficial  effect  on 
their  health  and  spirits. 

In  this  connection,  the  generous  help  given  by  Mr.  W.  V.  Wall, 
Parks  Superintendent  has  been  much  appreciated. 

The  latrines  have  been  rebuilt  during  the  year,  but  I  regret  that 
the  opportunity  was  not  taken  to  replace  the  pail  closets  by  the  installation 
of  modern  water  closets. 

12.  SCHOOL  CAMP. 

The  School  Camp  opened  at  Whitsuntide,  when  fifty  boys  drawn 
from  five  different  Schools,  were  taken  to  Streetly  for  a  full  week.  Nine 
week-end  camps  were  also  held,  six  for  boys  and  three  for  girls,  a  total 
number  of  five  hundred  children  having  been  given  an  opportunity  of 
spending  some  time  in  camp. 

An  excellent  Recreation  Hall  with  a  well  equipped  kitchen  was 
opened  earlier  in  the  year,  and  these  greatly  add  to  the  amenities  of  the 
camp,  the  hall  being  available  as  alternative  sleeping  accommodation  in 
case  of  need,  although  in  spite  of  the  wet  season,  all  the  campers  slept 
under  canvas  during  1927. 

13.  POOR  CHILDREN’S  COUNTRY  HOLIDAY  SOCIETY. 

In  addition  to  the  healthy  children  dealt  with  by  the  School 
Camp,  the  Country  Holiday  Society  dealt  with  194  delicate  school 
children  during  1927.  These  children  are  recommended  to  the  Society 
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by  school  teachers,  health  visitors,  or  by  the  Medical  Staff,  as  being 
fikely  to  derive  benefit  from  a  holiday  in  the  country  or  at  the  sea  side. 
Children  who  are  delicate  or  who  are  convalescent  from  some  illness 
and  whose  parents  are  unable  to  obtain  this  necessary  but  important  form 
of  tonic  for  them  are  eligible  for  help.  In  addition  to  sending  children 
to  their  country  home,  Lynwood  ”  for  periods  of  six  weeks  and 
upwards,  the  Society  sent  children  to  Rhyl,  and  to  a  number  of  farm 
cottages  for  periods  of  two  weeks  or  more.  One  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  great  value  of  these  holidays  for  children  who  otherwise 
would  have  received  no  holiday,  and  whose  return  to  health  would  have 
been  much  less  speedy  and  much  less  complete. 

14.  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

The  number  of  educable  mental  defectives  ascertained  at  the  end 
of  1927  was  83.  In  addition,  13  cases  were  notified  to  the  Statutory 
Committee.  Owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  work,  the  work  of  ascertain¬ 
ment  was  considerably  in  arrears. 

The  Occupation  Centre  carried  on  by  the  Voluntary  Association 
for  Mental  Welfare,  at  the  School  Clinic,  Bradford  Street,  has  had 
another  successful  year  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  by  a 
number  of  pupils.  The  Centre  is  opened  each  afternoon,  two  classes 
being  conducted  on  alternative  days.  The  number  on  the  register  has 
Teen  17,  and  the  average  attendance  12. 

In  addition  to  conducting  the  Occupation  Centre,  the  Voluntary 
Association  supervise  all  mental  defectives  coming  under  the  Education 
Committee  and  submit  reports  on  this  branch  of  their  work  each  quarter. 

The  Beacon  Residential  School,  Lichfield,  was  opened  in  1926  by 
the  Walsall  Education  Authority  as  a  residential  school  for  Mental  Defect¬ 
ives  there  being  accommodation  for  77  children,  45  boys  and  32  girls. 

'Mr.  G.  F.  Taylor,  Superintendent,  sends  the  following  report  on 
the  work  of  the  school  during  the  year  :  — 

For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1927,  the  number  of 
children  on  the  school  register  has  been  maintained  at  the  limit  of 
our  accommodation.  Of  our  77  children,  Walsall  sends  twenty-two, 
while  the  remaining  fifty-five  come  to  us  from  thirty-one  different 
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Authorities.  Among  our  discharges  during  the  year  have  been  a  number 
of  Low  Grade  cases  who  on  mental  or  physical  grounds  were  deemed 
unsuitable  for  this  School.  This  was  a  step  forward,  for  such  cases 
have  a  baneful  effect  upon  brighter  children,  and  they  claim  so  much 
supervision  and  care  themselves  that  they  prevent  the  staff  from  doing 
justice  to  the  High  Grade  children  for  whom  the  School  is  intended. 
At  the  same  time  a  better  selection  is  being  made  with  regard  to  admissions. 
If  the  expense  incurred  in  maintaining  an  Institution  of  this  sort  is  to  be 
fully  justified  and  is  to  ensure  the  utmost  return,  every  effort  must  be 
made  to  secure  children  when  still  very  young,  and  before  bad  training 
and  evil  environment  can  have  stamped  their  impress  permanently  upon 
the  young  lives.  During  the  last  twelve  months  the  average  chronological 
age  on  admission  has  been  eleven  years.  This  should  be  reduced. 
An  average  age  of  nine  would  give  greater  satisfaction  for  it  is  certain 
that  children  over  eleven  years  of  age  on  admission  cannot  derive  the  full 
residence  in  the  Institution  themselves,  while  their  influence  upon  younger 
children  tends  often  to  be  most  undesirable. 

HEALTH.  The  physical  condition  of  the  children  continues  to  be 
most  satisfactory  -  their  healthy  appearance  gains  comment  from  almost 
all  visitors.  We  have  not  been  entirely  free  from  sickness,  for,  during  the 
year,  three  infectious  diseases  broke  out,  namely,  Mumps,  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Chicken  Pox.  Effective  isolation  and  careful  supervision  kept  these 
maladies  under  control,  for,  only  the  one  case  of  Mumps  and  the  one  case 
of  Scarlet  h  ever  and  six  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  developed.  The 
extraordinary  immunity  from  Colds,  Chilblains  and  other  seasonable 
troubles  is  an  indication  of  the  quality  and  sufficiency  of  the  Dietary  which 
has  been  carefully  arranged  upon  a  basis  of  food  values.  During  the 
year  the  Dentist  has  carried  out  periodical  inspections  and  where  necessary, 
treatment  has  been  provided.  Great  importance  is  attached  to  the  care 
of  the  teeth  and  every  inducement  is  given  to  the  children  to  use  their 
tooth  brushes  freely. 

EDUCATION  AND  Training.  Steady  and  satisfactory  progress  is 
being  maintained  in  all  the  activities  upon  which  the  children  are  engaged. 
Our  scholars  are  arranged  in  three  groups,  Seniors,  Intermediates  and 
Juniors,  and  for  the  most  part  they  evince  an  enthusiasm  for  their  lessons. 
Instruction  in  the  “  Three  R’s”  is  included  in  the  Time  Table,  but 
greater  prominence  is  given  to  practical  subjects.  A  number  of  children 
have  made  exceptionally  good  progress  in  Reading,  but  improvement  in 
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Arithmetic  is  less  marked  generally.  The  use  of  Professor  Burt’s 
Scholastic  Tests  as  an  annual  examination  is  proving  of  the  utmost  value 
in  detecting  actual  improvement  in  regard  to  each  individual  child. 
Where  these  tests  reveal  no  progress,  the  scholar  is  allowed  more  time 
at  Practical  Work.  For  the  boys,  the  Practical  subjects  are  Gardening, 
Cobbling,  Woodwork  and  Rugwork,  while  for  the  girls  they  include 
Cookery,  Laundrywork,  Needlework  and  Housewifery.  In  connection 
with  this  Manual  Instruction,  a  scale  for  measuring  progress  has  been 
introduced  whereby  each  subject  with  the  exception  of  Woodwork  is 
allotted  fifty  marks  for  fifty  processes,  such  that  a  bright  child  of  good 
average  intelligence  would  be  capable  of  performing  as  a  result  of  similar 
instruction.  Marks  are  awarded  on  these  scales  by  the  Class  Teachers 
each  half  year,  and  thus  progress  from  year  to  year  becomes  apparent, 
while  at  the  same  time  marked  aptitude  is  unmistakably  revealed.  In 
addition  to  work  in  these  classes,  opportunity  is  provided  when  convenient, 
for  a  few  boys  to  participate  in  Painting,  Decorating,  Brick  Laying  and 
in  any  useful  work  that  will  have  an  attraction  for  them  while  some  girls 
in  the  same  way  often  appreciate  opportunities  to  assist  the  Cook  and 
other  members  of  the  Staff,  especially  when  work  is  particularly  interesting. 


The  work  done  in  the  Garden  has  been  particularly  gratifying. 

A  small  group  of  older  boys  have  developed  a  live  interest  in  the 
subject,  and  can  now  be  trusted  to  perform  tasks  of  an  arduous  and 
monotonous  nature  with  surprising  ability  and  thoroughness.  Other  boys 
of  the  class  are  not  yet  doing  valuable  work  although  they  obviously 
enjoy  the  out  of  door  activity  and  they  now  display  greater  mental 
alertness  than  formerly.  Work  in  this  sphere  will  become  of  more 
entrancing  interest  to  the  boys  and  also  much  simpler  for  the  Gardener 
when  a  small  Greenhouse  has  been  provided.  If  any  boys  on  leaving 
school  are  to  find  employment  in  gardens  -  and  some  certainly  should  do  - 
it  is  obviously  desirable  that  while  at  School,  they  should  learn  the 
purpose  and  value  of  a  Greenhouse. 

On  the  occasion  of  our  Annual  Prize  Day  some  samples  of  the 
children’s  handwork  were  exhibited.  The  boys  showed  boots  with 
ri vetted  and  with  handsewn  soles  and  with  toe-caps  neatly  secured.  They 
also  displayed  rugs  that  they  had  worked  to  designs  taken  from  books. 
The  girls  on  the  other  hand  had  to  their  credit  cooked  dishes  of  vegetables, 
a  roast  joint,  milk  puddings,  pastries  and  preserves,  also  knitted  gloves 
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and  socks,  raffia  mats  and  pochettes  and  a  few  sample  garments  cut  out 
and  completed  without  assistance  from  the  teacher. 

A  pleasing  feature  of  the  training  given  by  the  School  is  revealed 
in  the  great  improvement  that  takes  place  within  a  short  time  of  admission 
in  regard  to  personal  cleanliness,  tidiness  and  pride  of  appearance.  The 
children  learn  to  appreciate  clean  and  sound  clothing,  and  systematic 
habits  of  washing  and  bathing  are  acquired  by  many  at  a  comparatively 
early  age.  These  results  can  only  be  secured,  and  such  habits  can  only 
be  fixed  by  means  of  constant  supervision  on  the  part  of  the  Officers 
concerned.  With  the  exception  of  a  single  case  only,  bedwetting  is 
now  confined  to  the  two  or  three  most  recent  admissions  -  a  very  great 
improvement  upon  conditions  twelve  months  ago. 

There  is  an  advantage  we  enjoy  as  a  mixed  school  from  which 
we  strive  to  derive  the  utmost  benefit.  Our  weekly  dancing  evenings 
and  our  monthly  parties  bring  boys  and  girls  together  in  a  very  intimate 
fashion  and  help  considerably  in  the  wider  education  of  both  sexes. 
The  natural  tendency  in  boys,  and  especially  in  older  Mentally  Defective 
boys  to  be  boorish  and  arrogant  towards  girls,  tends  thus  to  be  broken 
down,  while  the  girls  discard  their  prudish  sentimentality  for  a  gracious 
frankness  of  demeanour.  The  family  atmosphere  thus  provided  and 
the  mutual  esteem  thus  encouraged  leads  up  to  improved  behaviour  on  the 
part  of  both  boys  and  girls. 

During  the  period  under  review  all  the  children  have  been  tested 
by  the  Binet  Intelligence  Tests  and  the  Porteus  Maze  Tests.  By  the 
former  Tests  the  average  Intelligence  Quotients  are,  for  the  boys,  62.3 
and  for  the  girls,  64.6  as  against  a  combined  average  of  60.0  last  year. 
This  increase  will  largely  be  accounted  for  by  the  removal  of  the  Low 
Grade  cases  already  referred  to,  which  cases  pulled  down  our  average 
figure  last  year.  The  Binet  Tests  demand  from  the  child  a  certain  amount 
of  linguistic  ability  and  depend  to  some  little  extent  upon  educational 
attainment,  but  the  Porteus  are  purely  performance  tests  and  involve 
particular  temperamental  qualities  which,  although  important  in  the  formation 
of  character  and  suggestive  of  intelligence,  are  not  plainly  revealed  by, 
or  involved  in  response  to  the  Binet  Tests.  Such  qualities  are  Prudence, 
Foresight,  Planning,  Capacity,  Perserverance,  Ability  to  profit  by  error 
etc.  The  Porteus  Tests  therefore  suggest  to  us  whether  a  child  possesses 
or  is  developing  qualities  that  make  for  reliability,  adaptability  and 
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industrial  success.  With  the  second  use  of  these  particular  tests  after  a 
lapse  of  twelve  months  a  most  marked  improvement  is  apparent  in  the 
responses  of  the  majority  of  the  children.  Sixty  children  have  thus  been 
subjected  to  tests  a  second  time,  and  in  the  aggregate  they  have  increased 
their  score  on  these  tests  by  104  years,  which  represents  an  average 
improvement  per  child  of  a  year  and  eight  months  in  such  mental  develop¬ 
ment  as  is  measured  by  these  tests. 

LEISURE  AND  Recreation.  Great  importance  is  attached  to 
the  right  use  of  leisure  and  the  children  are  taught  to  employ  their  spare 
time  to  advantage.  The  Scout  and  Guide  activities  occupy  one  or  more 
evenings  each  week,  while  every  week  one  evening  is  devoted  to  Eurhyth- 
mic  and  Folk  dancing  and  on  still  another  evening  the  bigger  girls  have 
a  sewing  meeting.  All  these  recreational  activities  of  the  older  girls  are 
supervised  by  members  of  the  Teaching  Staff  who  in  turn  voluntarily 
devote  their  evenings  to  the  children’s  amusement.  Gramophone  music 
is  frequently  enjoyed  and  the  usual  Table  Games  are  played.  During 
the  winter  a  Draught  Tournament  has  been  in  progress  among  the  older 
boys  there  being  twenty  keen  contestants. 

During  the  summer  the  swimming  bath  was  much  appreciated 
and  only  a  few  of  the  youngest  children  continued  to  display  the  slightest 
nervousness  after  the  first  week  of  the  Swimming  Season.  The  water 
was  made  comfortably  warm  and  quite  soon  many  boys  and  girls  settled 
down  to  serious  endeavour.  By  the  end  of  June  eight  boys  and  five  girls 
had  mastered  the  Breast  stroke  and  could  swim  with  good  style  and 
without  apparent  exertion.  Unfortunately  an  outbreak  of  Chicken  Pox 
put  a  sudden  termination  to  the  Swimming  Season  -  the  bath  was  not  again 
put  to  use. 

PREMISES.  During  the  year  further  alterations  and  improvements 
have  been  made  to  the  premises,  and  the  Home  is  becoming  more 
suitable  to  our  requirements.  The  Kitchen  has  been  remodelled  and  it 
now  makes  an  excellent  room  for  instructional  purposes.  A  clothing 
store  has  been  provided  for  the  use  of  the  boys.  The  eradication  of 
dry  rot  from  a  corner  of  the  Building,  the  relaying  of  the  floor  in  the 
Girls’  Playroom,  the  provision  of  Play  Lockers  for  the  children  and  the 
overhauling  and  improving  of  the  Draining  System  are  all  items  that  have 
incurred  expense  and  have  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  premises  and 
for  the  increased  comfort  of  the  children.  Our  most  urgent  needs  now 


are  in  regard  to  the  playgrounds  and  the  classrooms*  The  former  need 
relaying  and  the  latter  need  modernising.  When  these  improvements  have 
been  made,  still  greater  progress  will  be  possible  in  regard  to  the  mental 
and  physical  development  of  the  children. 

VACATIONS.  A  few  of  the  children  visited  their  homes  during 
the  Summer  and  Christmas  holidays;  at  such  times  the  delight  of  the 
parents  at  the  unexpected  improvement  in  their  children  is  very  encouraging 
to  the  Staff  and  to  all  concerned. 

SPECIAL  Events.  Among  the  events  of  the  year,  the  most 
outstanding  was  prize  day  on  15th  December,  1927.  The  children 
performed  a  very  pleasing  Cantata  entitled  '  A  1  opsy  Turvy  Christmas 
and  also  exhibited  samples  of  their  work  for  the  inspection  of  the 
numerous  friends  and  parents  present  for  the  occasion. 

On  17th  December,  1927,  the  children  again  enjoyed  a  very 
delightful  Christmas  Party  through  the  kindness  of  Col.  R.  N.  and 
Mrs.  Cartwright,  who  with  the  assistance  of  their  friends  generously 
showered  upon  the  girls  and  boys,  huge  quantities  of  good  things. 

VISITORS.  The  School  has  been  frequently  visited  by  members 
of  the  Committee  of  Management,  by  the  Walsall  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  by  the  Director  of  Education  for  Walsall  and  by  interested 
friends  from  both  Walsall  and  Lichfield.  The  keen  interest  of  these 
friends  is  appreciated  by  the  children  who  are  learning  to  regard  visitors 
with  pleasure  and  confidence  rather  than  with  the  sullen  distrust  so 
frequently  characteristic  of  Mentally  Defective  children.’ ’ 

15.  DENTAL  REPORT. 

Mr.  E.  N.  Commander,  L.D.S.  in  reporting  on  the  work  of  the 
Dental  Clinic  writes  :  — 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  this  report  on  the  working  of  the 
School  Dental  Clinic. 

Since  my  appointment  in  November,  1 926,  an  addition  to  the  age 
groups  receiving  routine  inspection  and  treatment  has  been  made. 
Children  are  now  examined  and  treated  as  a  routine  practice  from  the 
time  of  their  entry  into  school  up  to  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  are 
treated  subsequently  when  required  up  to  the  school  leaving  age. 
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I  hope  to  inspect  and  treat  as  a  routine  practice  during  the  coming 
year,  children  in  age  groups  five  to  nine  years.  In  this  connection  I 
would  emphasise  the  utter  impossibility  of  treating  ail  the  1  7,000  school 
children  in  Walsall  with  the  present  Staff. 

hrom  1st  January,  1928,  it  is  proposed  to  obtain  from  parents, 
before  treatment  is  given,  an  undertaking  that  they  will  present  their 
children  for  treatment  when  required.  This  will  obviate  a  large  amount 
of  time  being  lost  through  the  non-attendance  of  children,  and  will  confine 
treatment  to  the  children  of  parents  who  appreciate  the  treatment  given. 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  comment  on  the  assistance  received  at  all 
times  and  in  every  way  from  the  Director  of  Education,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  Miss  E.  M.  Stewart,  the  Dental  Nurse,  who 
has  been  most  helpful  in  her  tactful  way  of  treating  children  and  more 
particularly  parents. 


The  Head  Teachers  of  the  Borough  are  also  deserving  of  my  thanks 
for  their  valuable  co-operation  in  everything  I  have  required  of  them  in 
carrying  out  my  duties. 


All  the  Schools  of  the  Borough  have  been  inspected  and  treated 
during  the  year,  and  the  children  of  the  Beacon  School  have  been  inspected 
three  times,  and  also  treated  at  the  Clinic  on  two  occasions.  The 
children  of  that  School  are  still,  as  my  predecessor  remarked  in  his  report 
of  last  year,  in  a  very  fine  physical  condition  which  is  reflected  in  their 
comparitive  immunity  from  Dental  Caries. 


From  1st  January,  1928,  all  the  clerical  work  of  the  Dental  Service 
will  be  undertaken  by  Nurse  Stewart  and  myself  at  the  Clinic. 


According  to  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  of  the  children  examined  in  England,  66.8  per  cent,  required 
treatment,  whereas  in  Walsall,  I  found  that  90.1  per  cent,  required 
treatment.  The  number  of  parents  who  accept  treatment  is  small,  but  is 
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considerably  larger  than  in  the  whole  of  England,  46.4  per  cent,  of  the 
Walsall  children  requiring  treatment  accepting  it  as  compared  with  38.5 
per  cent,  for  England  as  a  whole. 

I  should  welcome  a  visit  to  the  Clinic  from  any  member  of  the 
Committee  who  is  sufficiently  interested.  I  feel  that  very  few  laymen 
appreciate  the  amount  or  the  difficulty  of  the  work  performed  at  the 
Clinic.’’ 

16.  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

Two  hundred  and  fourteen  pupils  at  Queen  Mary’s  Schools  were 
inspected  as  routines  during  the  year,  these  including  : — 

(1)  All  Entrants. 

(2)  Pupils  born  1915,  ( i.e .  the  twelve  year  olds). 

(3)  1  hose  children  who  were  found  to  have  defects  at  the  first 

examinations  conducted  in  the  Schools  in  1926. 


The  principal  defects  found  to  require  treatment  were  defective 
vision  24  cases,  and  Dental  caries  32  cases,  8  cases  of  orthopaedic  defect, 
and  5  of  anaemia. 


I  would  thank  the  Head  Master  and  the  Head  Mistress  for  the 
great  interest  which  they  have  taken  in  the  Medical  Inspection  of  the 
pupils  and  for  the  valuable  help  which  they  have  rendered  in  facilitating 
the  work. 

17.  STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

The  Statistical  Tables  required  by  the  Board  of  Education  are 
appended. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK, 


School  Medical  Officer. 
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AREA.  WALSALL  C.B. 

TABLE  I.  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED 
1st  JANUARY,  1927,  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1927. 

A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 
Entrants 
Intermediates 
Leavers 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 


2,416 

1,525 

1,750  Total  5,691 


B.  Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  5,623 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ...  ...  657  Total  6,280 

TABLE  II.  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL 
INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1927. 


Defect  or  Disease. 


Skin 


Eye 


Ear 

Nose 
and 
Tin  oat 


i 


Malnutrition 

Ringworm 

Scalp  ... 

Body  .. 
j  Scabies 
Impetigo 

\Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 

culous) 


{ 


Blepharitis  ... 

Conjunctivitis 

Keratitis 

Corneal  Opacities 
Defective  Vision  (excluding 

Squint) 

Squint  ...  .  - 

Other  Conditions 
Defective  Hearing 
Otitis  Media 
Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 
Enlarged  Tonsils  only 
Adenoids  only 

Enlarged  Tonsils  &  Adenoids 
Other  Conditions 


Routine  Insp.  Special  Insp. 


Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be  kept 
under  observation  but 
w  not  requiring  treat¬ 
ment. 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be  kept 
under  observation  but 
not  requiring  treat¬ 
ment. 

106 

55 

8 

2 

_ 

25 

5 

1 

21 

3 

— 

10 

32 

6 

147 

26 

19 

210 

2 

36 

2 

48 

2 

10 

1 

123 

4 

— 

— 

21 

— 

— 

17 

389 

92 

37 

3 

61 

24 

33 

10 

6 

54 

2 

70 

27 

24 

34 

10 

122 

14 

4 

52 

45 

293 

30 

— 

45 

7 

20 

1 

99 

18 

102 

1 

72 

63 

105 

8 

99 


TABLE  II. — continued . 


Defector  Disease. 


0) 


Heart 

and 

Circu¬ 

lation 

Lungs 


Tuber¬ 

culosis. 


Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

(Non-Tuberculous) 
Defective  Speech 
Heart  Disease  — 

Organic 
Functional 
Anaemia 

r  Bronchitis  ...  ..t 

(Other  Non-Tubercular  Dis. 

'  Pulmonary — 

Definite 
Suspected 
Non -Pulnionary 
Glands 
Spine 
Hip  ... 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 
S  k  i  n 

Other  forms 
(  Epi 

>rea 

(.Other  conditions 
f  Pickets 

■<  Spinal  Curvature 
(.Other  forms  ... 

Other  defects  and  Diseases 


Nervous )  e')S^ 

System  i  Lho' 

Deform 
ities. 


Routine  Inspect’s 

Special  Ii 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be  kept 

under  observation  but 

04  not  requiring  treat¬ 

ment. 

.5  v 

r— 

*3  •*- 
rr  ^ 

V  V 

4 

7 

76 

31 

3 

4 

3 

5 

12 

2 

57 

2 

144 

101 

41 

211 

66 

289 

3 

23 

81 

2 

3 

22 

28 

12 

3 

1 

1 

12 

7 

2 

11 

1 

6 

15 

1 

3 

7 

3 

2 

8 

1 

3 

130 

58 

6 

24 

138 

3149 

a.  3 

KM 

C 

V  o 
• »— « 

r5 

c 

u 
<JJ 


<u  .iz  v 


-  —  cr  ~ 

“  O  qj 


STS  2 


2 

2 

3 

2 


4 

1 


B.  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN  FOUND  AT  ROUTINE 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 
(EXCLUDING  UNCLEANLINESS  AND  DENTAL  DISEASES.) 


Number  of  Children. 

Percentage  ot 

Group. 

(i) 

Inspected 

(2) 

Found  to 
require 
Treatment. 

G) 

children  found 
to  require 
treatment. 

(4) 

Code  Groups 

Entrants 

2416 

493 

20  45 

Intermediates 

1525 

350 

22  95 

Leavers 

1750 

642 

36  68 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

5691 

1485 

26-09 
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TABLE  III.  RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN 

IN  THE  AREA. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or 

(i)  Suitable  for  train- 

Classes  for  the  Blind... 

4 

2 

6 

ing  in  a  School  or 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

— 

— 

— 

Class  for  the  totally 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

Blind 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

— 

1 

Blind  (inclu- 

ding  partially 

Blind) 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or 

(ii)  Suitable  for  train- 

Classes  for  the  Blind... 

6 

2 

8 

ing  in  a  School  or 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

3 

5 

8 

Class  for  the  par- 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

tially  Blind 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

2 

(i)  Suitable  for  train- 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or 

ing  in  a  School  or 

Classes  for  the  Deaf  . . 

6 

6 

12 

C  lass  for  the  totally 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

— 

— 

— 

deat  or  deaf  and 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

Deaf  including 

dumb 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

3 

1 

4 

Deaf  &  Dumb 

and  partially 

deal 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or 

(ii)  Suitable  for  train- 

Classes  tor  the  Deaf  ... 

1 

— 

1 

ing  in  a  School  or 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

5 

5 

10 

Class  for  the  par- 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

tially  deaf 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

2 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 

Feebleminded  (cases 

Mentally  Detective  Children  ... 

17 

6 

23 

not  notifiable  to 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

20 

16 

36 

the  Local  Contra 

At  other  Institutions 

6 

7 

13 

Mentally 

Authority) 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

5 

6 

11 

Cfi  Defective 

Notified  to  the  Local 

Feebleminded 

7 

3 

10 

Control  Authority 

Imbeciles 

3 

— 

3 

during  the  year 

Idiots 

— 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 

Intectious  Pulmonary 

approved  by  the  Ministry  ot 

t  Physically 

and  Glandular 

Health  or  the  Board  ... 

— 

6 

6 

ej(  Defective 

Tuberculosis 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

6 

6 

12 
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TABLE  III. — continued. 


Physically 

Defective 


Epileptics 


j 

Bo  ys 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  or  the  Board  ... 

Non-Infections  but 

At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 

active  Pulmonary  and 

Schools 

— 

Glandular  Tubercu- 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools 

— 

losis 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

33 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

6 

Delicate  children,  (e.g. 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air 
Schools 

pre  or  latent  Tuber- 

At  Certified  Day  Open-Air  Schools 

29 

culosis,  Malnutrition, 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

125 

Debility,  Anaemia,  &c) 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

9 

Active  Non  -  Pulmo- 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  or  the  Board  ... 

5 

nary  Tuberculosis 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

2 

At  other  Institutions 

3 

At-no  School  or  Institution 

12 

Crippled  Children 

(other  than  those  with 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 

_ 

active  Tuberculosis) 

At  Certified  Residential  Cripple 

e.g.  children  suffering 

Schools 

_ _ 

from  paralysis,  &c., 
and  including  those 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools... 

_ 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

97 

with  severe  heart 

At  other  Institutions 

disease 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

16 

Attending  Certificated  Special 
Schools  for  Epileptics 

Suffering  from 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified 

Severe  Epilepsy 

Special  Schools 

_ 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

Suffering  from 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

6 

Epilepsy  which  is  not 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

severe 
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TABLE  IV.  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1927 

Group  1.  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  See  Group  V). 


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under  treatment 

during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

0) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(2) 

Otherwise 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

Skin  — 

Ringworm— Scalp  ... 

57 

57 

Ringworm  —  Body  ... 

68 

— 

68 

Scabies 

23 

— 

23 

Impetigo  ... 

490 

— 

490 

Other  Skin  Disease 

246 

— 

246 

Minor  Eye  Detects — 

External  and  other,  but  ex¬ 
cluding  cases  falling  in  Group 

ii 

575 

575 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

374 

— 

374 

Miscellaneous 

e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises, 
sores.  Chilblains,  etc. 

5968 

— 

5968 

Total 

7801 

— 

7801 

Group  II.  Detective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects  treated 

as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 

Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 


Defect  or  Disease 

Under  the 
Authority’s 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac¬ 
titioner  or  at 
Hospital  apart 

Otherwise 

Total 

0) 

Scheme 

(2/ 

from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
Squint)  ... 

509 

— 

— 

509 

Total  Number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were 

Prescribed. 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  431 

( b )  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  Number  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received 

Spectacles. 

(a)  Under  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  323 

(b)  Otherwise 
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TABLE  IV — cont  inued. 

Group  III.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 
Received  Operative  Treatment 


By  Private 
Practitioner  or 

Received  other 

Total 

Under  the 

forms  of 

Number 

Authority’s 

Hospital  apart 

Total 

Treatment 

Treated 

Scheme  in  Clinic 

from  the 

or  Hospital 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

(D 

(2) 

'  (3) 

4) 

(5) 

227 

— 

227 

- — 

227 

Group  IV.— DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were  :  — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  :  — 

Routine  Age  (5,  6,  7,)  Groups  6,300 
Specials  ...  ...  1 ,25 1 

( b )  Found  to  require  treatment 

(c)  Actually  treated  ... 

(d)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as 

the  result  of  periodical  examinations 

(2)  Flalf  days  devoted  to  :  — 

Inspection  ...  ...  66 

Treatment  ...  ...  423 


Total  7,751 
Total  6,984 
Total  3,593 

Total  872 


i  otal  489 


(3) 

(4) 


Attendances  made  by  the  children  for  treatment  ...  3,927 

Fillings  :  — 

Permanent  1  eeth  ...  ...  175 

I  emporary  Teeth  ...  ...  1,809  Total  1,984 


(5)  Extractions  :  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 
Temporary  Teeth  ... 


503 

7,498  Total  8,001 


(6)  Administrations  of  local  anaesthetics 
for  extractions 


7,910 
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TABLE  IV. — continued.  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 


Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics 

for  extractions  ...  ...  17  Total  7,927 


(7)  Other  Operations  :  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  901 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  1,006  Total  1,907 


Group  V.— UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS 

CONDITIONS. 


(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

year  by  the  School  Nurses  ...  ...  7.35 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools 

by  the  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  42,405 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  2,058 

(iv)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements 

made  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  ...  — 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were 
taken  :  — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  ...  — 

( b )  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-laws  ...  — 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  I.  RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections  ...  ...  214 

B.  Other  Inspections  ... 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

Total 


♦  •  • 


214 
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TABLE  II  A.  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1927. 


Defect  or  Disease. 


(D 


Malnutrition 

Uncleanliness 

(See  Table  IV.  group  V.) 

SKIN— 

Ringworm 

Scalp 

Body 

Scabies 

Impetigo 

Other  Diseases  (Non  Tuberculous) 

EYE— 

Blepharitis 

Conjunctivitis 

Keratitis 

Corneal  Opacities 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  squint) 
Squint  ...  •  ... 

Other  Conditions 


Routine  Insp.  Special  Insp. 


24 

2 


16 

1 


EAR  — 

Defective  Hearing  ... 

Otitis  Media 

Other  Ear  Diseases  .. 

NOSE  AND  THROAT— 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 
Adenoids  only 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 
Other  Conditions 

ENLARGED  CERVICAL  GLANDS— 
(Non  Tuberculous) 

DEFECTIVE  SPEECH 


2 


1 

2 


1 


TEETH-DENTAL  DISEASE 


32 


3 


2 

2 

3 

3 
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TABLE  II.  A. — continued. 


Defects  or  Disease. 


0) 


Routine  Insp.  Special  Insp. 


HEART  CIRCULATION  — 

Heart  Disease. 

Organic  ... 

Functional 

Anaemia 

5 

2 

LUNGS— 

Bronchitis 

Other  non-Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS  — 

Pulmonary. 

Definite 

Suspected 

Respiratory-Non-Pulmonary. 

Glands  ... 

Spine 

Hip 

Other  Bones  &  Joints 

Skin 

Other  Forms 

1 

NERVOUS  SYSTEM— 

Epilepsy 

Chorea  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  Conditions 

1 

DEFORMITIES— 

Rickets 

Spinal  Curvature 

Other  Forms 

8 

2 

14 

OTHER  DEFECTS  AND  DISEASES  ... 

2 

Requiring  to  be  kept 

under  observation  but 

not  requiring  treat¬ 

ment. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Being  that  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1927. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cresswell,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  Report  for  the  year  1927,  giving 
particulars  of  the  work  performed  under  your  direction  by  the  Inspectorial 
Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

TABLE  I. 

Nuisances  and  other  matters  dealt  with. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Foul  drains,  water  closets, 
privies,  ashpits,  sinks,  urinals  etc 
Offensive  accumulations 

264 

179 

292 

279 

1014 

7 

7 

9 

26 

49 

Animals  kept  as  to  be  a 
nuisance 

5 

5 

10 

5 

25 

Black  smoke,  gas  leakages 

1 

2 

2 

2 

7 

Unwholesome  premises  needing 
limewashing 

71 

30 

47 

97 

245 

Insufficient  water  closets, 
ashpits,  drains 

186 

97 

140 

178 

601 

Dwelling  houses  needing 
repairs 

231 

210 

250 

205 

896 

,,  overcrowded 

30 

14 

26 

14 

84 

Sundry 

•  •  • 

98 

100 

114 

84 

396 

Buildings  or  wells 
unsafe 

13 

1 

21 

13 

61 

TO 

Borough  ^ 

Buildings  erected, 
no  plans  submitted 

2 

2 

Surveyor 

Insufficient  water 
supply 

1 

2 

7 

1 

11 

Defective  Spouting 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

907 

663 

918 

904 

3392 
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TABLE  I. — continued. 


Blox  wich 
and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

1'  ridge 
and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

To  cleanse  ashpits 

No.  of  notices  on  books  31/12/26 

159 

75 

124 

83 

5869 

441 

No.  of  Nuisances  and  other  mat¬ 
ters  reported  during  the  year 

723 

571 

824 

835 

2953 

No.  of  informal  notices  served 
during  the  year 

430 

319 

491 

440 

1680 

tNo.  of  statutory  notices  served 
during  the  year 

227 

171 

246 

188 

832 

No.  of  Nuisances  abated 

752 

557 

853 

833 

2995 

No.  of  notices  not  complied 
with  December  31st,  1927. 

130 

89 

95 

85 

399 

JA  notice  may  include  several  nuisances  or 
other  matters 

Notices  not  complied  with  include 

Nuisances 

6 

2 

5 

9 

22 

Overcrowded  dwelling-houses 

20 

8 

15 

5 

48 

Privies  for  conversion 

10 

2 

4 

2 

18 

Housing  repairs 

65 

51 

44 

40 

200 

Insufficient  closets,  ashpits,  &c. 

19 

22 

25 

24 

90 

Other  matters 

10 

4 

2 

5 

21 

TABLE  II. 


SANITARY  WORK  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  NOTICES. 


Blox  wich 
and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

1 OTALS 

ADDITIONAL 
STRUCTURES  PROVIDED 
Water  Closets 

64 

30 

11 

23 

128 

New  Cisterns  in  W.C’s 

39 

21 

19 

23 

102 

New  Soil  Pipes 

• — • 

10 

1 

2 

13 

Ashhins  l  RePlacinS  Ashpits 

1  s  i  „  worn-out  bins 

112 

61 

55 

111 

339 

88 

19 

32 

56 

195 

Connections  to  sewer 

19 

15 

4 

1 

39 

Intercepting  traps 

19 

18 

4 

2 

43 

Drain  traps 

57 

36 

13 

25 

131 

Inspection  Chambers 

41 

31 

14 

7 

83 

Ventilating  shafts 

30 

34 

16 

11 

91 

Pipe  drains,  yards  in  length  •• 

862 

628 

421 

141 

2052 

Sanitarv  sinks  and  waste  pipes 

19 

16 

21 

12 

68 

New  Urinals 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

„  Washouses 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 
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TABLE  II. — continued. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hathei  ton 
and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Kirchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

REPAIRS  MADE. 

Privies  converted  into  W.C’s  ••• 

41 

8 

12 

2 

63 

Water  closets  (structure) 

37 

20 

14 

20 

91 

Pail  closets  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Ashpits 

8 

1 

5 

4 

18 

*W.C.  pans  fitted 

16 

25 

46 

26 

113 

,,  traps  fitted 

8 

4 

11 

6 

29 

,,  flushing  cisterns 

4 

23 

11 

13 

51 

Drain  ventilating  shafts 

2 

— 

5 

2 

9 

Drains  repaired 

19 

12 

25 

24 

80 

„  cleared 

76 

64 

70 

59 

269 

Water  closets  cleared 

13 

13 

31 

19 

76 

Sinks 

9 

1 

17 

5 

32 

„  fitted  with  waste  pipes 

22 

17 

12 

19 

70 

Drains  disconnected 

— 

6 

2 

1 

9 

New  covers  to  inspection 
chambers 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Houses  newly  drained 

58 

15 

2 

— 

75 

Yards  repaved 

1 

— 

5 

11 

17 

Gas  mains  repaired 

— 

2 

i 

— 

3 

S.S.  WaterLaid  on  ••• 

1 

28 

3 

32 

includes  Pedestals 

4 

16 

18 

6 

44 

INSANITARY  STRUCTURES 
DISPENSED  WITH 

Privies  replaced  by  WC’s 

32 

7 

1 

2 

42 

Ashpits  ,,  ashbins  ... 

53 

27 

24 

54 

158 

W.C’s 

1 

4 

1 

2 

8 

HOUSES  IMPROVED. 

TABLE  III. 


By  Repairs  to  Houses. 

Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 
Wa  rds. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Houses  repaired  throughout 

147 

89 

141 

93 

470 

Lodging  Houses  repaired 

— 

6 

— 

6 

12 

Houses  re-spouted 

23 

35 

32 

50 

140 

,,  whitewashed  throughout 

,,  sash  cords  fitted  and 

5 

5 

15 

20 

45 

windows  repaired 

3 

4 

2 

22 

31 

,,  floors  repaired 

— 

2 

6 

6 

14 

_ other  minor  repairs 

7 

9 

8 

7 

31 
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FABLE  III. — continued . 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Warns. 

I'irchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTAL ' 

By  improving  W.C.  and  ashpit 
accommodation 

366 

147 

256 

271 

1040 

By  abatement  of  other  nuisances 

412 

268 

342 

266 

1288 

Wash-houses  repaired 

29 

17 

22 

13 

81 

New  Boilers  and  Fireboxes 

6 

14 

6 

5 

31 

Boilers  and  fireboxes  repaired 

9 

8 

9 

3 

29 

Overcrowding 

Houses  vacated 

1 

4 

1 

_ 

6 

No.  of  inmates  reduced 

24 

16 

22 

12 

74 

UNFIT  HOUSES. 

No.  demolished 

6 

4 

10 

No.  closed  ... 

7 

1 

1 

4 

13 

Situation  of  houses  demolished  ;  Bloxwich  Ward — Nos.  33,  34, 
and  1,  2,  3,  4,  in  2  Court,  Pinfold.  Bridge  Ward — No.  10  New 
Street.  In  Caldmore  Ward — No.  1  1  1  Dale  Street,  Nos.  1  and  2 
Palfrey  Lane,  and  for  street  improvement  Fullbrook  Tavern. 


Situation  of  houses  closed  ;  Bloxwich  Ward — Nos  33,  34,  and 
1,  2,  3,  4.  in  2  Court,  Pinfold,  and  51  Park  Road.  Paddock  Ward — 
Elms  Lodge.  Pleck  Ward — No.  8  Wallows  Lane.  Caldmore  Ward — 
No.  1  1  1  Dale  Street,  Nos.  1  and  2  Palfrey  Lane  and  Fullbrook  Tavern. 


TABLE  IV. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  AT  FACTORIES  AND 

WORKSHOPS. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards 

Bridge 

an  1 

Caldmore 

Wards 

TOTALS 

Rooms  limewashed  ... 

— 

— 

1 

33 

34 

New  water  closets 

— 

14 

- - 

2 

16 

Water  closets  repaired 

Flushing  cisterns  fitted  or 

"  ~ 

4 

7 

11 

repaired 

■ - 

6 

1 

4 

11 

Drains  cleared  or  improved 

— 

5 

3 

3 

11 

Other  Defects  remedied 

1 

5 

3 

— 

9 

Ill 


OUTWORKERS’  HOMES. 

28  lists  were  received  containing  names  of  30  male  and  33  female 
homeworkers  and  10  contractors,  in  the  following  trades  : — Clothing,  chains 
and  cart  gear.  Each  outworker  was  visited,  the  home  being  found  in 
a  satisfactory  state.  No  infectious  disease  has  occurred  in  an  outworkers 
home  during  the  year. 

TABLE  V. 


REGISTERED  PREMISES  UNDER  REGULAR  INSPECTION. 


Bloxwich 

.and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards 

Hirchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

t  ridge 
and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Purveyors  of  Milk  (Dairies)  ... 

21 

14 

15 

H 

61 

Milk  Shops  •• 

6 

14 

12 

17 

49 

Sterilized  Milk  Shops 

69 

53 

117 

114 

353 

Cowkeepers 

21 

7 

1 

5 

34 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

34 

23 

2 

6 

65 

W hoi esalef sterilizing  factories) 

1 

3 

3 

— - 

7 

Bakehouses-factory  ... 

4 

6 

10 

rr 

7 

27 

,,  workshop 

l 

3 

15 

12 

37 

Slaughter  houses-registered 

2 

— 

4 

5 

11 

,,  -licensed 

4 

1 

5 

9 

19 

Butchers  Shops 

23 

16 

45 

49 

133 

Ice-cream  Shops 

44 

52 

44 

68 

208 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

30 

16 

31 

28 

105 

Houses-let-in  lodgings 

— 

5 

— - 

5 

10 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

■ — - 

1 

1 

9 

1 1 

Workshops 

23 

85 

64 

155 

327 

Outworker’s  homes  --- 

2 

13 

8 

16 

39 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 

1 

1 

2 

— 

4 

Hide  and  Skin  Depot 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_  Totals 

293 

313 

379 

516 

1501 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  WHERE  REPAIRS  HAVE 
BEEN  CARRIED  INTO  EFFECT. 

FACTORIES.  At  13,  the  water  closet  accommodation  has  been 
improved,  at  4,  11  additional  water  closets  have  been  provided,  at  6, 
new  flushing  cisterns  to  water  closets  have  been  fitted,  at  3,  the  water 
closets  have  been  screened  and  repaired,  at  2,  repairs  to  drains  have  been 
made,  at  2,  nuisances  from  emission  of  foul  gases  have  been  abated. 

WORKSHOPS.  34  rooms  have  been  hmewashed,  the  water  closet 
accommodation  has  been  improved  at  6,  two  new  water  closets  provided, 
3  water  closets  fitted  with  flushing  cisterns,  1  water  closet  repaired,  and 
2  ashbins  provided. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses,  or  Houses-Let-in-Lodgings,  3 
houses  repaired,  in  2  others  drains  repaired,  and  in  1  House-let-in-lodgings, 
overcrowding  was  abated. 

BAKEHOUSES.  At  2,  flushing  cisterns  were  provided  to  water 
closets,  a  new  urinal  was  provided  at  1  factory  bakehouse,  and  at  1 
bakehouse  the  structure  was  repaired. 

FRIED  Fish  Shops.  At  1  Fried  Fish  Shop,  the  means  of  ventilat¬ 
ion  was  improved,  and  at  another,  the  shop  was  re-decorated. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES.  At  6,  structural  repairs  were  made,  and  at 
10  others,  new  offal  bins  were  provided  after  notice  under  the  Byelaws. 

The  Registered  Slaughterhouse  situate  at  rear  59,  Stafford  Street, 
was  removed  from  the  Register  of  Slaughterhouses  by  resolution  of  the 
Health  Committee  21st  February,  1927,  on  the  grounds  of  (1)  non-user 
and  (2)  structural  alterations. 

The  Licensed  Slaughterhouse  situate  at  rear  38  Caldmore  was 
removed  from  the  Register  of  Slaughterhouses  by  resolution  of  the  Health 
Committee  20th  June,  1927,  on  the  grounds  of  non-user. 

TABLE  VI.  UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  DESTROYED. 

TUBERCULOUS. 

BOVINE — 34  Carcases  and  all  organs,  35  Heads,  7  Forequarters, 
1  Hindquarter,  113  pieces  of  Beef  and  Trimmings,  562  sets  of  Lungs, 
151  Livers,  313  other  organs. 

PlGS — 3  Carcases,  24  Heads,  2  pieces  of  Pork,  36  sets  Fry,  and 
22  other  organs. 

OTHER  DISEASES,  UNSOUND,  ETC. 

BOVINE — 6  Carcases  and  all  organs,  13  Heads,  19  pieces  of 
Beef,  99  sets  Lungs,  355  Livers,  283  other  organs. 

PlGS — 12  Carcases  and  all  organs,  7  Frys,  31  other  organs,  6 
pieces  of  Pork, 
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SHEEP  AND  LaMBS — 36  carcases  and  all  organs,  10  Heads,  8 
pieces  of  Mutton,  339  Livers,  30  Plucks,  18  other  organs. 

IMPORTED  Meat,  Beef. — 1  Hindquarter  and  several  joints. 

Livers — 4,  Kidneys — 56,  . 

Bacon — 210  lbs.,  Ham — 21  /j  lbs., 

Sausage — 14  lbs.,  Rabbits — 40  (English),  Tomatoes — 3  Boxes, 
Apples — Several  lots,  Potatoes — 2  lots,  Eggs — 1228, 

Fish — Roe  4  Boxes,  1  SALMON,  HERRINGS — 3  Barrels, 

Coal  Fish — 2  Boxes,  Hake — 2  Boxes,  Smoked  Haddocks — 5  Boxes, 
Smoked  Fillets — 1  Box,  Kippers — 7  Boxes. 

CANNED  GOODS. 

Fish — 65  tins.  Meat — 21  tins,  Tomatoes — 314  tins, 

Fruit — 247  tins,  Condensed  Milk — 1 ,458  tins  Other  Foods — 5  tins. 

In  all  cases  the  food  stuffs  were  surrendered  voluntarily  on  inspection, 
3  Justices  Orders  were,  however,  obtained  in  connection  with  viz  :  — 
2  barrels  of  Apples,  7  boxes  of  Kippers  and  1  Ham. 

SUMMARY  OF  WEIGHT  OF  MEAT,  &c.  CONDEMNED. 

Bovine  1  uberculous 

Pigs 

BOVINE  Other  Diseases 

Pigs 
Sheep 

Imported  Meat,  Beef 
,,  Mutton 

,,  Liver 

,,  Kidneys 


30,461  lbs 


1,148  lbs. 


31,609  lbs. 


12,697  lbs. 

1,807  lbs  l  17,269  lbs. 
2,765  lbs.  1 


) 


551  lbs. 
2/2  lbs. 
12  lbs. 
28  lbs. 


593/2  lbs. 
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Other  Foods — Bacon  210  lbs. 


Flam 

2 P/2  lbs. 

Sausage 

14  lbs. 

Rabbits 

105  lbs. 

Fish 

1,629/2  lbs. 

Tomatoes 

28  lbs. 

Potatoes 

78  lbs. 

Apples 

349  lbs. 

Eggs 

122  lbs. 

Canned  Goods 

2,361  lbs. 

4,918  lbs. 


Totals  ...  54,635  lbs. 


or  24  tons  6  cwt.  3  lbs. 


With  but  few  exceptions  these  Unsound  Foods  were  destroyed 
in  the  incinerator  at  the  Public  Works  Depot,  Wolverhampton  Street. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

Notices  Received. 

Notices  of  intended  slaughter  during  the  year  have  been  as 
toll  ows  :  —  1  Butcher  to  slaughter  at  regular  hours  on  fixed  days  each 
week.  1,861  persons  gave  3  hours  notice  of  intention  to  slaughter, 
included  in  this  number  were  2  notices  for  slaughter  after  9  p.m.  and 
163  notices  for  slaughter  on  a  Sunday. 


1 94  pig  feeders  gave  notice  of  slaughter,  a  number  took  their 
pigs  to  a  slaughterhouse,  but  the  majority  had  the  pigs  slaughtered  on  their 
own  private  premises. 


57  notices  were  received  of  immediate  slaughter,  necessary  owing 
to  accidental  injury  etc.  32  notices  of  disease  were  received  after 
slaughter.  Inspections  of  all  slaughterings  have  been  impracticable,  such 
would  need  a  much  larger  staff  than  at  present.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors 
have  reported  that  examinations  were  made  of  the  following  number  of 
carcases,  Cattle  3,847,  Calves  2,019,  Swine  5,389,  Sheep  and  Lambs 
14,815  or  a  total  of  25,070  carcases. 

Particulars  of  carcases,  meat  and  organs  condemned  as  unfit  are 
given  in  TABLE  VI,  pages  112/113. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Magisterial  Proceedings. 


Act  under  which 
Proceedings  were 
taken. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Remarks. 

1 .  Public  Health 

Not  abating  nuisance  from  damp 

Order  made  for  completion  of 

Act,  1875. 

and  dilapidated  dwellinghouses. 

Nos.  47  and  48,  Sand  Bank, 
Bloxwich. 

work  within  7  days  and  costs  8/6. 

2.  Do. 

Not  abating  nuisance,  defective 

Order  made  for  abatement  within 

drains  and  insufficient  drains. 

Nos.  132,  134,  West  Bromwich 
Street. 

7  days  with  costs  8/6. 

Do. 

Not  abating  nuisance  from  defective 
roof,  sink,  water  closet  roof. 

No.  17,  Mountrath  Street. 

Order  made  for  abatement  within 
^1  days  with  costs  8/6. 

4.  Do. 

Not  abating  nuisance,  damp 
dwellinghouses  due  to  defective 
roofs,  brickjoints  and  spouting. 

Nos.  1  and  2,  rear  134,  Blue  Lane. 

Work  at  No.  2  completed,  that 
at  No.  1  in  hand. 

Order  for  completion  in  7  days 
with  costs  8/6. 

5.  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts. 

6.  Do. 

Consigning  and  selling  milk  which 
contained  8.2  per  cent,  of  added 
water. 

Consigning  and  selling  milk  which 
contained  1.1  per  cent,  of  added 
water. 

• 

Cowman  gave  evidence  that  he 
had  added  watered  milk  intended 
for  calves. 

7.  Do. 

8.  Da. 

Consigning  and  selling  milk  which 
contained  10.50  per  cent,  of  added 
water. 

Consigning  and  selling  milk  which 
contained  3.5  per  cent,  of  added 
water. 

Not  abating  nuisance,  foul  defective 

Fined  £5  0  0  and  costs  15/-  on 
each  of  the  4  samples. 

9.  Public  Health 

Order  made  for  abatement  within 

Act,  1875. 

drain. 

No.  64  Blakenall  Heath. 

7  days  with  costs  8/6. 

10.  Do. 

1  1 .  Do.  and 

Not  abating  nuisance,  defective 
spouting,  sink,  and  foul  water 
closet. 

No.  137,  Bridgeman  Street. 

Order  for  abatement  made 
within  21  days  with  costs  8/6. 

Public  Health 

Chimney  sending  forth  smoke  in 

Order  made  for  abatement  in  28 

(Smoke  abate¬ 
ment  Act  1926) 

such  quantity  as  to  be  a  nuisance. 

days  and  to  pay  costs  8/6. 
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TABLE  VIII. 


Disinfection  of  Bedding,  etc. 

The  “  Thresh  ”  steam  disinfector  was  used  for  disinfecting  the 
following  articles  viz  :  — 


Beds 

Bolsters 

Pillows 

Blankets 

Sheets 

Counterpanes 
Other  Articles 


From  Sanatorium. 


8 

7 


8 


23 


From  Infected  Houses. 

509 
304 
752 
488 
530 
233 
1 ,464 


4,280 


No.  of  days  Disinfector  was  used 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  Lime  Brushes 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  Lime 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  Disinfectants 


116 

2,636 

4,869 

2,227 


INFECTED  HOUSES, 

DECEMBER  31st, 

1927. 

Bloxwich 

Hatherton  Birchills 

Bridge 

Total. 

& 

&  & 

& 

Leamore. 

Paddock.  Pleck.  Caldmore. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  1 

1  — 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

...  2 

1  1 

2 

6 

Diphtheria 

...  2 

3  3 

1 

9 

5 

5  4 

4 

18 

DRINKING  WATER. 

In  the  year,  1  sample  of  South  Staffordshire  water  and  8  samples 
of  well  water  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
at  Birmingham  University. 


Six  of  the  wells  have  since  been  closed  and  Souh  Staffordshire 
water  provided. 
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DRAIN  TESTS. 

92  drain  tests  were  made,  2  being  in  connection  with  houses  where 
infectious  disease  or  other  illness  had  occurred,  55  where  nuisances  were 
alleged,  19  in  rat  infested  premises,  1  on  application  for  sanitary  certificate, 
and  1 5  for  testing  relayed  drams,  the  number  of  premises  involved  being 
235  houses,  3  factories  and  1  workshop. 

In  21  of  the  tests,  smoke  was  the  agent  used,  in  37,  drain  grenades 
served,  and  in  34  cases,  coloured  water  was  applied. 

In  3  cases  drains  were  opened  for  examination  under  Section  41 
of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

85  defects  were  found  as  a  result  of  drain  testing. 

NOTICES  UNDER  SECTION  36,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT- 
INSUFFICIENT  WATER  CLOSETS  AND  ASHPITS. 

It  was  necessary  for  the  Borough  Surveyor  to  supply  27  ashbins 
to  dwelling-houses  where  owners  had  made  default  in  complying  with 
notice,  at  the  owner’s  expense. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THEATRES, 

MUSIC  HALLS,  Etc. 

The  Sanitary  accommodation  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1906 

No  samples  taken  during  the  year. 

INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST 
(RESTRICTIONS)  ACT,  1922. 

No  application  was  received  for  a  certificate. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

INSPECTIONS— BOATS. 

Number  of  Boats  inspected 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  with  Acts  and  Regulations 
Number  of  Boats  with  one  or  more  infringements 
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OCCUPANTS. 

Number  of  men  oil  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  women  on  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  children  on  Boats  :  — 

under  5  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

over  5  and  under  1 2  years  ...  ...  ...  7 


The  total  registered  accommodation  on  the  8  boats  was  for  27 
adults,  and  the  total  number  occupying  equalled  20]/2  adults. 

3  boats  had  fore  cabins,  1  of  which  was  in  use  as  a  sleeping  place. 

The  condition  of  the  boats  may  be  classified  as,  5  Good,  2  Fair, 

I  Poor,, 


The  occupants  appeared  to  be  in  good  health. 

The  boat  classified  as  ”  Poor  ”  was  not  in  use  as  a  dwelling,  and 
the  master  stated  “  was  going  into  dock  on  return.” 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  found  on  the  boats. 

THE  TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER  OF  1925. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Paley  reported  on  the  condition  of  26  cows  in  milk 
on  3  farms.  Evidence  of  Tuberculosis  was  found  in  4  cows.  The 
four  cows  were  slaughtered  and  after  Postmortem,  Mr.  Paley  certified 
that  one  was  affected  with  T  uberculous  Emaciation,  and  3  were  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  in  an  advanced  stage. 

Compensation  was  paid  in  each  case  in  accordance  with  the  scale 
contained  in  the  Order. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  in  cowsheds  and 
dairies  by  the  provision  of  additional  windows  and  means  of  ventilation. 

Rooms  and  places  were  milk  is  stored  or  offered  for  sale  have 
been  regularly  inspected  and  attention  been  paid  to  receptacles  and 
utensils  in  use.  The  requirements  of  the  Order  have  in  the  main  been 
very  well  observed. 
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lwo  applications  for  registration  of  premises  intended  for  sale  of 
milk  were  refused,  as  the  rooms  did  not  comply  with  the  Order. 


Arrangements  for  the  inspection  of  cattle  were  made  with  Mr. 
A.  E.  Paley,  Veterinary  Surgeon,  and  a  report  from  Mr.  Paley  will  be 
found  on  pages  34/35  as  to  the  health  of  the  cattle. 


One  sample  of  milk  taken  by  Mr.  Paley  from  a  cow  that  he 
suspected  of  Tuberculosis  was  examined  at  Birmingham  University. 
Professor  Lewis  reported,  ”  1  ubercle  bacilli  have  not  been  found  in 
this  sample  of  milk.” 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1 91 9 

No  serious  case  of  rat  or  mice  infestation  has  been  brought  to  my 
notice  during  the  year,  occupiers  of  lands  or  buildings  where  rats  are 
noticed  appear  to  take  immediate  action  for  extermination. 

In  19  cases  dram  testing  was  resorted  to  following  complaint  of 
rat  infestation,  and  in  10  cases  defects  were  discovered,  and  on  being 
remedied  rat  infestation  ceased.  In  the  other  cases  the  drains  were  not 
proved  to  be  the  means  by  which  the  rats  gained  access  to  the  buildings. 


Several  cases  of  rat  infestation  in  recently  built  Council  Houses 
have  been  noted,  the  use  of  suitable  poisoned  baits  has  speedily  put 
matters  right. 

Public  attention  was  directed  during  National  Rat  Week  commenc¬ 
ing  31st  October,  1927,  to  the  need  for  continued  effort  in  rat  extermination. 
Special  efforts  were  made  in  connection  with  allotments  and  small  holdings, 
upwards  of  8,000  poisoned  baits  were  supplied  for  use  during  the  week, 
the  majority  being  used  on  allotments.  Very  few  complaints  reached 
me  from  other  premises  although  National  Rat  Week  was  widely 
advertised. 


In  my  opinion  the  rat  population  has  been  largely  reduced  owing 
to  the  continued  efforts  since  the  Act  came  into  force. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Three  applications  for  consent  to  the  establishing  of  the  business 
of  a  fish  frier  were  received  during  the  year  and  consent  was  given  in 
respect  to  premises  situate  at  No.  163,  West  Bromwich  Road.  The 
other  2  applications  were  refused,  the  premises  proposed  to  be  used  not 
being  suitable  for  the  carrying  on  of  such  a  business. 


Two  applications  for  consent  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  rag 
and  bone  dealers  were  made,  these  were  refused,  the  premises  being 
unsuitable. 


CHANGES  IN  STAFF. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Shaw  resigned  his  position  of  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  December,  on  obtaining  a  more  lucrative  appointment. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Clerks,  and  the  assistance  received  from 
the  chief  officials  of  the  Council. 

I  would  also  refer  to  the  careful  consideration  given  by  the 
Committee  to  all  reports  which  I  have  submitted  and  beg  to  record  iriy 
warmest  thanks  for  their  unfailing  support. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cressviell  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently, 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Mem.  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


H  ealth  Department, 

Council  House,  Walsall. 
28th  April,  1928. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


PUBLIC  ANALYST. 


For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1927. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1927. 
226  samples  were  submitted  to  me  for  analysis  during  the  year.  All 
Samples  were  taken  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

133  samples  were  purchased  without  the  formalities  of  the  Acts. 

91  samples  were  purchased  with  formalities  of  the  Acts.  Table 
A  gives  particulars  of  the  samples  :  — 

TABLE  A. 


Nature. 

Number 

Number 

Analysed. 

Adulterated. 

Milk  ...  _  ... 

Condensed  Machine  Skimmed  Milk 

91 

6 

(sweetened) 

5 

— 

Condensed  hull  Cream  Milk  (sweetened) 

1 

- - 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk  (unsweetened) 

3 

- - 

Cream 

7 

— 

Preserved  Cream 

6 

— 

Butter 

48 

— 

Margarine 

2 

— 

Cheese  (Cheddar  or  Cheshire) 

6 

— 

Lard 

3 

— 

Coffee 

7 

— 

Sausage 

10 

— 

Rum 

1 

— 

Whiskey 

1 

— 

Gin 

— 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

— 

Tincture  of  Rhubarb  ... 

— — 

Flour 

7 

_ 

Suet 

1 

-  ; 

Black  Currant  Jam 

1 

— 

Raspberry  and  Apple  Jam 

1 

— 

Plum  Jam 

2 

— 

Damson  Jam 

1 

-  ; 

Raspberry  Jam 

1 

— 

Gooseberry  Jam 

— 

Red  Currant  Jelly 

1 

— 

Dried  Fruit 

5 

— 

Candied  Peel 

2 

— 

Tinned  Fruit 

3 

_ 

Dripping 

2 

— 

Brawn 

3 

— 

Non-Alcoholic  Wine 

1 

— 
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2.6  per  cent„  of  the  samples  were  adulterated.  The  percentages 
of  adulteration  for  1926,  1925,  1924,  were  4.93  per  cent.,  4.86  per 
cent., 4. 40  per  cent,  respectively.  The  adulteration  for  1927  was  much 
less  than  in  the  three  previous  years. 

MILK. 

91  samples  were  examined  of  which  6  equivalent  to  6.5  per 
cent,  were  adulterated  ;  the  percentages  of  adulteration  for  1926,  1925, 
and  1924  were  10.00  per  cent.,  10.00  per  cent.,  and  8.10  per  cent, 
respectively.  The  adulteration  for  1927  was  appreciably  less  than  in 
the  three  previous  years. 

The  average  composition  of  the  91  samples  was  as  follows  :  — 
Solids  not  Fat  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.97  per  cent. 

Fat  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.64  per  cent. 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.61  per  cent. 

Table  B.  gives  particulars  of  the  adulterated  samples  : — - 


TABLE  B. 


Sample  No. 

Nature  of  Adulteration. 

• 

Result. 

30 

1'6%  Deficiency  in  Cream 

63 

8*2%  Added  water 

See  Chief  Sanitary 

65 

1 1%  „ 

66 

10  5%  „ 

Inspector’s  Report 

80 

3' 5°/ 

°  °  /O  M  r  y 

208 

8‘5%  Deficient  in  Cream 

None  of  the  milks  contained  preservatives. 

BUTTER. 

48  samples  were  examined.  All  samples  were  genuine.  19  of 
the  samples  submitted  contained  no  preservatives.  29  of  the  samples 
contained  Boric  Acid,  varying  from  .02  per  cent,  to  .2  per  cent.; 
39.58  per  cent,  of  the  samples  were  free  from  Boric  Acid,  and  the  average 
percentage  of  Boric  Acid  in  the  borated  butters  was  .048  per  cent. 
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MARGARINE. 

Two  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine.  The  samples 
contained  no  preservatives. 

PRESERVED  CREAM. 

Six  samples  were  examined.  All  were  genuine. 

Table  C.  gives  the  percentages  of  Fat  and  Boric  Acid  found. 

TABLE  C. 


Sample  No. 

Fat. 

Boric  Acid. 

82 

47'10% 

0‘10% 

83 

39  00% 

019% 

111 

37'50% 

0'22% 

113 

34'10% 

O' 18% 

115 

38 '41% 

0-10% 

192 

45’00% 

019% 

CREAM. 


Seven  samples  were  analysed.  All  were  genuine. 


Table  D.  gives  the  analysis  of  the  seven  samples. 


TABLE  D. 


Sample  No. 

Fat. 

1 

Boric  Acid. 

39 

4375% 

Nil. 

40 

52 '50% 

Nil. 

102 

3636% 

Nil. 

114 

4320% 

Nil. 

171 

42’50% 

Nil. 

202 

52'50% 

Nil. 

221 

49  40% 

Nil. 
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SAUSAGE. 

Ten  samples  were  submitted,  all  were  genuine.  Seven  of  the 
samples  contained  no  preservatives. 

Table  E.  gives  the  amount  of  preservatives  (Sulphur  Dioxide) 
in  the  other  three  samples. 

TABLE  E. 


No.  of  Sample 

Parts  of  Sulphur  Dioxide 
per  million. 

151 

342 

195 

89 

196 

80 

BRAWN. 


Three  samples  were  submitted,  and  all  were  genuine. 

JAM. 

Seven  samples  were  analysed,  and  all  were  genuine 

Six  of  the  samples  Nos.  85,  87,  92,  93,  94,  167,  contained  no 

preservatives. 

Sample  No.  172  was  genuine,  containing  32  parts  Sulphur  Di¬ 
oxide  per  million. 

RED  CURRANT  JELLY. 

One  sample  was  analysed  and  was  genuine,  containing  32  parts  of 
Sulphur  Dioxide  per  million. 

CONDENSED  MILK. 

Samples  6,  10,  11,  14,  108,  were  labelled  “Condensed 

Machine  Skimmed  ‘Milk,  Sweetened,  and  on  dilution  as  per  instructions 
on  tins,  gave  good  skimmed  milks. 

Samples  ioi,  106,  no,  were  labelled  “  Condensed  Full  Cream 
Milk,  Unsweetened,  and  on  dilution  gave  good  Full  Cream  Milks. 

Sample  3  was  labelled  Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk,  Sweet¬ 
ened,”  and  on  dilution  gave  a  good  Full  Cream  Milk. 

FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT. 

No  samples  were  submitted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  E.  THOMPSON,  A.R.C.S.,  Lond.,  F.I.C., 

Public  Analyst. 
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